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METHODOLOGY

EXPERT GUIDES
RESEARCH

Expert Guides has been researching the world’s
legal markets for over 27 years, and has become
one of the most trusted resources for international
buyers of legal services.

Our guides cover a broad – and growing – range
of legal practice areas, including:

Aviation
Banking, finance and transactional
Commercial arbitration
Competition and antitrust
Construction and real estate
Energy and environment
Insurance and reinsurance
International trade and shipping
Labour and employment
Life sciences
Litigation and product liability
Patents
Privacy and data protection
Rising stars
Tax
Technology, media and telecommunications
Trade mark
Transfer pricing
Trusts and estates
White collar crime
Women in business law

Our guides are distributed to and regularly used by
the world’s most prominent decision-makers and
frequent buyers of legal services. Each guide has an
extensive distribution list plus additional tailoring to
its area of focus.

Each guide is also reprinted in full at
www.expertguides.com 

Welcome to the seventh edition of Legal Media Group’s Rising Stars 2021.

When published in 1994, the Expert Guides were the first-ever guides dedicated to leading
individuals in the legal industry. Since then we have continued to focus on individuals
considered by peers and clients to be the best in their respective fields. This principle and concept
has been extended to Rising  Stars and we are launching the seventh edition of the series this year.

The Rising Stars guide represents a listing of the brightest and most talented practitioners in the
area of business law and related practices. We classify rising stars (RS) as recently appointed
partners, counsels and senior associates under 40 – who have already been recognised for their
work in the background of important transactions. Our objective is to identify energetic,
professional and skilful upcoming talent who have already demonstrated their status in recent
notable transactions and who are on the right track for future partnership and leadership in the
field where they operate. 

To recognise rising stars, we have sent over 10,000 questionnaires to senior practitioners involved
in each practice area in more than 62 jurisdictions, asking them to nominate individuals as
defined above.

All nominees have been independently offered the opportunity to enhance their listing with a
professional biography. They give readers valuable and detailed information on each
practitioner’s specialisation and work.

We owe the success of this guide to all individuals and firms that filled in the questionnaire and
helped with candidates selection. We hope you will find the guide to be a useful tool and
information source for the next generation of leaders in the  legal business.

All information was believed to be correct at the time of going to press.

Research team

Methodology
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AVIATION FIRM PROFILE

Clyde & Co is a dynamic, rapidly expanding global law firm, focused
on providing complete legal service to clients across our core sectors
of insurance, transport, energy infrastructure, and trade.

Since 1933, the firm has come to reflect the increasingly diverse and
global face of business. Through our international network, we advise
businesses that are at the heart of worldwide commerce and trade, as
well as helping organisations who wish to enter and grow in new and
emerging markets. Our experience and regional expertise allow us to
understand our clients’ perspective, commercial aims and realities.

With over 2,500 legal professionals operating from more than 50 of-
fices and associated offices on six continents, we advise corporations,
financial institutions, private individuals, and governments across a
wide range of contentious and transactional matters.

At the core of our business is our award-winning insurance practice.
With decades of experience across the globe, Clyde & Co is the world’s
pre-eminent insurance law firm, providing the highest quality advi-
sory and dispute resolution services to insurers and their clients op-
erating in both established and emerging markets.

Underlying our business offering is our world-leading dispute reso-
lution practice of any law firm, with specialist expertise in interna-
tional arbitration, and one of the largest dedicated global corporate
practices. We also have one of the largest employment practices of
any City law firm, with employment expertise across our entire in-
ternational network.

We are proud that our firm has been recognised around the world for
its innovative approach to law, client-focused approach, and broad
expertise. We have been named Insurance Firm of the Year in multiple
regions over the past several years. For a full list of our most recent
awards, please see our website:
https://www.clydeco.com/en/about/awards 
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ATTORNEY BIOGRAPHIES AVIATION

Stephen is a partner in the Finance and Capital Markets Department at
Matheson.

Stephen advises aircraft lessors, financiers and airlines on the trading,
financing, leasing and repossession of aircraft. His practice includes the
establishment of corporate structures in Ireland to facilitate the financing
and leasing of various asset classes, including aviation, maritime and
industrial assets.

Stephen advises some of the world’s largest financial institutions and
leading aviation industry participants on a variety of transactions and
financing products utilising Irish corporate structures. These include joint
ventures, operating leasing, orphan financings, sale and leasebacks, export
credit agency supported financings, secured and unsecured lending,
EETCs, JOLCOs, ABS and PDP financings, amongst others.

Stephen is recognised as an experienced advisor in airline regulation and
aircraft registration in Ireland, and has advised on the establishment of a
major international airline in Ireland.

Stephen was named as a key lawyer in transport in Ireland by Legal 500 in
2020 and as a Rising Star by Airfinance Journal in 2019.

Stephen is faculty member on The Law Society of Ireland’s Certificate and
Diploma courses in Aviation Leasing and Finance. He is also a licenced
private pilot.

Stephen’s experience includes advising on 

• A number of leading international asset financiers and lessors on the
establishment of orphan and SPV structures to finance and lease a
variety of moveable assets including aircraft, ships and flight
simulators.  

• A major aircraft lessor on an ABS of a portfolio of 18 aircraft on lease
to 15 airlines located in 13 countries.

• An international airline and aircraft lessor on the establishment and
restructuring of its Irish corporate platform.

• On the establishment of a number of joint venture platforms in Ireland
including an aircraft leasing and financing platform between an airline
and a major international bank.

• An international bank on matters of Irish law relating to hire purchase
agreements, finance lease agreements and operating lease agreements
for agricultural equipment in Ireland.

• A leading aircraft lessor on all matters of Irish law relating to the sale of
16 commercial aircraft and a related corporate restructuring exercise.
The aircraft were leased to over 10 airlines in 11 countries.

• A large international airline on a pre-delivery payment financing
facility and long-term sale and leaseback of 25 new commercial aircraft
with 3 different aircraft lessors.

• An airline group on a EETC transaction to finance 10 aircraft and a
separate AFIC financing to finance 6 aircraft for the same airline group.
These transactions represented the first EETC and AFIC financings for
the client.

• On the establishment of an Irish licenced airline and on a number of
aircraft leasing platforms.

• A financial institution on the repossession and deregistration of Irish
registered commercial aircraft.

Stephen Gardiner
Matheson
70 Sir John Rogerson’s Quay
Dublin 2
Ireland
Tel: (353) 1 232 2522
Email: stephen.gardiner@matheson.com
Website: www.matheson.com

I R E L A N D

Grégory is a partner with the aviation and litigation practice and is
based in the Paris office. He regularly acts for airlines and their
insurers, or other actors of the aviation sector.

He mainly practices in the aviation sector, representing airlines and/or
their insurers in dispute resolution, litigation, arbitration and general
advice in both contentious and non-contentious matters. Grégory has
involvement in most of the recent major air losses and by their very
nature most of these cases have an international dimension.

He has significant experience in product liability matters and his
strong dispute resolution background includes multi-jurisdictional
litigation as well as international arbitration.

Grégory regularly advises airlines on regulatory and consumer
protection matters including the setting up of their business in France,
slots and also regarding their relationship with various authorities.

He speaks at various conferences such as the Beaumont Conference
and regularly lectures in Aviation Law. Before joining Clyde & Co he
was a lecturer and researcher in Public International Law at the
University of Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne and a tutor in public law,
international economic law and international investment law. Gregory
has a Master (DEA) in Public Law from the University of Paris 1
Panthéon-Sorbonne and was admitted to the Paris bar in 2011.

Grégory Laville de la Plaigne
Clyde & Co
134 Boulevard Haussmann
75008 Paris
France
Tel: (33) 1 44 43 88 83
E: Gregory.Lavilledelaplaigne@clydeco.fr
Website: www.clydeco.com

F R A N C E
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AVIATION ATTORNEY BIOGRAPHIES

Kevin Mahony is a senior associate in the Aviation Finance and
Transportation Group at Matheson and has advised many of the world’s
leading financial institutions, aircraft lessors, aircraft owners and airlines
located both in Ireland and throughout the world. 

Kevin has considerable experience in advising on ABS (asset-backed
securitisation) transactions, complex cross-border financings, including
those supported by the Export-Import Bank of China, the European
Export Credit Agencies, the US Export-Import Bank, the Export-Import
Bank of China, Aviation Finance Insurance Consortium (AFIC) insurers
and Balthazar insurers and in relation to the acquisition, leasing, financing
and trading of aircraft and engines. Kevin also regularly advises Irish
airlines and leasing companies on airline licencing and registration issues
with the Irish Aviation Authority and Commission for Aviation
Regulation in addition to all aspects of the Cape Town Convention and
Aircraft Protocol.

Kevin was named Jurisdictional Winner in Ireland and also shortlisted in
the Aviation category in the recent ILFR Rising Stars Awards Europe 2020
awards. 

Experience highlights
Kevin has advised:

• an Irish aircraft lessor on its US$4 billion aircraft portfolio sale;
• on a US$380 million aircraft asset backed securitisation transaction

involving the acquisition of a portfolio of 18 aircraft;
• on a US$485 million aircraft engine asset backed securitisation

transaction involving the acquisition of a portfolio of 24 aircraft
engines;

• an Irish aircraft lessor on the refinancing of a portfolio of nineteen (19)
narrow-body aircraft;

• European Export Credit Agencies in connection with their export
credit financing to an Irish lessor for the acquisition of fifteen (15)
Airbus A320/A321 aircraft;

• European Export Credit Agencies in connection with their export
credit financing in relation to the financing of ten (10) new Airbus
A320 Neo and Airbus A321 Neo aircraft finance leased by an Irish
‘orphan’ special purpose vehicle directly to a European airline;

• on the establishment of an Irish aircraft leasing and trading platform
for a US private equity group;

• a US lessor in connection with the purchase and leaseback by an Irish
incorporated special purpose vehicle of sixteen (16) Airbus A318 and
Airbus A319 aircraft with a European airline;

• lenders, Aircraft Finance Insurance Consortium (AFIC) and Balthazar
insurers and investors in respect of recent complex and novel non-
payment insurance product transactions in the Irish market including
the financing of two (2) 787-10 Boeing aircraft and one (1) Airbus
A350 aircraft for an Asian airline;

• an Irish aircraft lessor on the acquisition of a large portfolio of Airbus
and Boeing aircraft with leases attached.

Kevin Mahony
Matheson
70 Sir John Rogerson’s Quay
Dublin 2
Ireland
Tel: (353) 1 232 2000
Email: kevin.mahony@matheson.com
Website: www.matheson.com

I R E L A N D
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EXPERT LISTINGS AVIATION

A U S T R A L I A
James M Cooper
Clyde & Co
Melbourne

B R A Z I L
Felipe Bonsenso
CAL-Costa Albino & Lasalvia Advogados
São Paulo

C A N A D A
Jasmine Jin
Blake Cassels & Graydon
Toronto

C AY M A N
I S L A N D S
Sarah Humpleby
Walkers
Grand Cayman

F R A N C E
Grégory Laville de la Plaigne See bio
Clyde & Co
Paris

G E R M A N Y
Johannes Vogel
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
Frankfurt am Main

Celine Zeng
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
Frankfurt am Main

H O N G  K O N G
S A R
Christopher Healy
Bird & Bird
Hong Kong

Jeffrey Ip
Clifford Chance
Hong Kong

Hetty Lam
Clifford Chance
Hong Kong

Jane H S Man
Mayer Brown
Hong Kong

Adam Smart
King & Wood Mallesons
Hong Kong

Rachel Thomasen
Clifford Chance
Hong Kong

I R E L A N D
Stephen Gardiner See bio
Matheson
Dublin

Donal Keane
Dentons
Dublin

Kevin Mahony See bio
Matheson
Dublin

J A PA N
Tomohiko Kamimura
Squire Patton Boggs
Tokyo

M A L TA
Matthew Xerri
Ganado Advocates
Valletta

S I N G A P O R E
Terence Liew
HFW
Singapore

Joanne Ng
Bird & Bird
Singapore

Ethan Tan
Reed Smith
Singapore

Amanda Teoh
Herbert Smith Freehills
Singapore

S PA I N
Olivia López-Ibor
López-Ibor Abogados
Madrid

U N I T E D  A R A B
E M I R AT E S
Charles Cockrell
HFW
Dubai

Dhruv Paul
Watson Farley & Williams
Dubai

U N I T E D
K I N G D O M
Will Alete
Norton Rose Fulbright
London

Noelle Boyce
Holland & Knight
London

Pete Buckley
Clifford Chance
London

Chloe Challinor
Stephenson Harwood
London

Tina Collier
Clyde & Co
London

James Collins
Stephenson Harwood
London

Olivia Cornelius
Milbank
London

Dan Cowdy
Norton Rose Fulbright
London
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Richard Evans
Clifford Chance
London

Nicholas Harding
Clyde & Co
London

Tom Jackson
Milbank
London

Caroline Joyce
Herbert Smith Freehills
London

Chris Knight
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman
London

Manuela Krach
K&L Gates
London

Charlotte McNeilly
Stephenson Harwood
London

Barbara Pansadoro
HFW
London

John Pearson
Vedder Price
London

Rishi Raheja
Winston & Strawn
London

Jonathan C Russell
Smith Gambrell & Russell
London

Rakhi Savjani
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman
London

Ashleigh Standen
Reed Smith
London

Mark Waters
HFW
London

Annabelle Wheeler
Norton Rose Fulbright
London/Munich

Spiros Zavitsas
Reed Smith
London

U N I T E D  S TAT E S
John D Brown
McAfee & Taft
Oklahoma City

Justine L Chilvers
Vedder Price
New York

Zachary Cronin
Milbank
New York

Mary Dow
Condon & Forsyth
New York

Richard Gill
McCann FitzGerald
New York/Dublin

Fiona Henderson
Norton Rose Fulbright
New York

Adrianna B Jenson
Daugherty Fowler Peregrin Haught &
Jenson
Oklahoma City

Laura Lewis
Holland & Knight
New York

Nicholas Milburn
Milbank
New York

Tara M Niendorf
Daugherty Fowler Peregrin Haught &
Jenson
Oklahoma City

Pat Reisinger
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman
New York

Allison M Surcouf
Condon & Forsyth
New York

Philip Weissman
Clyde & Co
New York

Rachel Welford
Cozen O’Connor
Washington DC

V E N E Z U E L A
Rodolfo Ruiz A
Clyde & Co
Caracas
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BANKING AND FINANCE ATTORNEY BIOGRAPHIES

Adriano Antonietti advises domestic and foreign banking and financial
institutions, as well as collective investment schemes and asset
managers on a wide range of matters, in particular regulatory issues,
private placements, the drafting of banking contracts and certain tax
related matters (FATCA, CRS). He also defends banks and their clients
in a number of disputes and deals with all aspects of corporate and
commercial law. His main fields include financial products and
services, including regulatory aspects, as well as corporate and
commercial matters. 

Adriano Antonietti speaks French, English, German, and Italian. He
also has some fair knowledge of Russian. He is registered with the
Geneva Bar Registry and admitted to practice in all Switzerland since
2008.

Adriano Antonietti
Walder Wyss
Rue d’Italie 10
1211 Geneva 3
Geneva
Switzerland
Tel: (41) 58 658 30 13
Email: adriano.antonietti@walderwyss.com
Website: www.walderwyss.com

S W I T Z E R L A N D

Fabio Elsener is a Senior Associate in Schellenberg Wittmer’s Banking
& Finance group in Zurich. Fabio focuses on fintech and financial
markets regulation, structured finance and capital markets
transactions. He advises clients regarding the legal and regulatory
implementation of blockchain and other fintech solutions as well as
financial services, financial instruments and banking regulation. He
furthermore advises regularly clients in financing and capital markets
transactions. His clients include financial institutions, insurances and
fintech companies.

Recent examples of Fabio’s expertise in Banking & Finance matters
include: advising on a crypto currency lending and borrowing
agreement and the documentation of a crypto currency derivative
master agreement; drafting of an issuance program for structured
notes under the Swiss Financial Services Act; and advising on the new
regulatory regime under the Swiss Financial Services act regarding
debt capital market transactions with a focus on issuance programs.

Prior to joining Schellenberg Wittmer, Fabio Elsener gained experience
in the Enforcement Division of the Swiss Financial Market Supervisory
Authority (FINMA) and in the legal department of a fintech mortgage
company. He furthermore completed a secondment as a legal counsel
at a Swiss private bank.

Fabio Elsener has an LL.M. in European Law, from Maastricht
University (2012) and a Master of Law from the University of Zurich
(2013).

Fabio Elsener
Schellenberg Wittmer
Löwenstrasse 19
PO Box 2201
8021 Zurich
Switzerland
Tel: (41) 44 215 5252
Email: fabio.elsener@swlegal.ch
Website: www.swlegal.ch

S W I T Z E R L A N D
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ATTORNEY BIOGRAPHIES BANKING AND FINANCE

Tarek Houdrouge is co-head of Schellenberg Wittmer’s banking and
finance group; partner in the corporate and commercial group in
Geneva; and head of the firm’s African regional desk.

Tarek’s main areas of expertise are banking and finance, transactions,
and corporate law. He advises banks and financial institutions on all
regulatory matters; cross-border activities; lending transactions;
distribution of financial products; fintech and cryptocurrency.

Tarek regularly assists clients in acquisitions and sales of regulated
financial institutions (including acquisitions of strategic clients’
banking portfolios), in financings and on all regulatory and
contractual matters (e.g. review of bank account opening
documentation for Swiss banks, outsourcing, banking secrecy, e-
banking services, derivative transactions, implementation of new
financial legislations, etc.). His expertise also includes advising fintech
companies on all regulatory aspects of their projects related to
cryptocurrencies and digital assets.

Tarek studied at the University of Lausanne Law School where he
graduated with a law degree (2003) and with an LL.M. in European
and international economic law (2004). After he was admitted to the
Bar in Switzerland in 2006, he worked as an associate in the banking
and corporate groups of a large business law firm in Geneva. He
obtained a Master of Laws from Northwestern University School of
Law (Chicago) in 2010 and was admitted to the New York State Bar in
2011.

Tarek Houdrouge 
Schellenberg Wittmer
15bis, rue des Alpes
PO Box 2088
1211 Geneva
Switzerland
Tel: (41) 22 707 8000
Email: tarek.houdrouge@swlegal.ch
Website: www.swlegal.ch

S W I T Z E R L A N D

Grégoire Wuest is a partner and co-head of the banking and finance
practice in Schellenberg Wittmer’s Geneva office. He is also the head of
the firm’s Brazilian regional desk. His practice focuses on banking and
finance, in particular in the field of multi-jurisdictional transactions
involving non-standard and highly valuable assets securing
borrowings, complex cross-border acquisitions, and other financial
transactions – notably in relation to the shipping and business aviation
industries. Grégoire also advises Swiss and foreign financial
institutions on all regulatory matters, fintech and cryptocurrency,
cross-border activities and on the implementation of new regulations.

Grégoire’s expertise in banking includes: advising a major European
banking group in a large banking restructuring involving an
international cross-border merger; advising a major Swiss bank with a
strong international presence in the acquisitions/disposals of strategic
clients’ banking portfolios; advising a major European banking group
in financings worth hundreds of millions of euros secured by exotic
assets; advising banks and financial services providers on the
implementation of the new Financial Services Act; and advising several
Swiss banks on the redrafting and amendment of its entire contractual
documentation and all internal regulations and improving e-banking
for clients.

Grégoire studied at the University of Geneva and was admitted to the
Swiss Bar in 2009 (ranked second). Grégoire has been a partner at
Schellenberg Wittmer since 2016.

Grégoire Wuest
Schellenberg Wittmer
15bis, rue des Alpes
PO Box 2088
1211 Geneva
Switzerland
Tel: (41) 22 707 8000
Email: gregoire.wuest@swlegal.ch 
Website: www.swlegal.ch

S W I T Z E R L A N D
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BANKING AND FINANCE ATTORNEY BIOGRAPHIES

John R Sobolewski is a partner in Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz’s
Restructuring and Finance Department. His multidisciplinary practice
includes a broad range of finance, securities, restructuring and related
matters, including leveraged M&A, public and private capital markets
transactions, complex syndicated bank financings, and in-court and
out-of-court workouts. He has unique expertise representing
companies in connection with rapid response efforts to debt default
activism and net-short debt activism situations.

John has represented borrower clients in numerous major corporate
financing transactions, including T-Mobile in connection with its
acquisition of Sprint and its related $38.0 billion of financing
commitments and $39.0 billion of consent solicitations; Intelsat in
connection with over $6.0 billion of issuances of high-yield, holdco,
and convertible notes, as well as related bond tender offers and open
market purchases; Lions Gate in its $4.5 billion of bank and bond
transactions in connection with its acquisition of Starz, and its
subsequent repricing transactions and bond exchanges; Zoetis in its
$1.0 billion of bank financing for its acquisition of Abaxis; XPO
Logistics in its €3.24 billion acquisition of Norbert Dentressangle S.A.
and $3 billion acquisition of Con-Way, and its subsequent refinancings
and repricings; Office Depot in its $750 million term loan facility to
finance its acquisition of CompuCom; Publicis in its $3.5 billion
bridge and permanent financing in connection with its acquisition of
Sapient; and Apollo in its $1.0 billion buyout of Presidio, and Presidio’s
subsequent refinancing transaction and leveraged stock buyback.

John also frequently represents sellers in financing matters relating to
major M&A transactions, including Celgene in its sale to Bristol-Myers
Squibb, Monsanto in its sale to Bayer, Whole Foods in its sale to
Amazon.com, Envision in its sale to KKR, and Convergys in its sale to
Synnex.

John has represented key stakeholders in multiple major public and
private debt default activism situations. He has additionally
represented clients such as Goldman Sachs, GSO Capital Partners, and
Bank of Nova Scotia in workout and restructuring situations.

John received a B.A. summa cum laude from Boston College in 2005. He
completed a J.D. from Harvard Law School in 2008.

John Sobolewski
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
51 West 52nd Street
New York, NY 10019
US
Tel: (1) 212 403 1340
Email: JRSobolewski@wlrk.com
Website: www.wlrk.com

U N I T E D  S TAT E S
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EXPERT LISTINGS BANKING AND FINANCE

A R G E N T I N A
Daniel Levi
Beccar Varela
Buenos Aires

B R A Z I L
Ricardo Binnie
Pinheiro Neto Advogados
São Paulo

Tatiana Mello Guazzelli
Pinheiro Neto Advogados
São Paulo

C A N A D A
Alessandro Bozzelli
Dentons
Toronto

Dan Dedic
Goodmans
Toronto

Laure Fouin
McCarthy Tétrault
Montréal

Matthew Lippa
Norton Rose Fulbright
Toronto

Eli Monas
Torys
Toronto

David S Rotchtin
Bennett Jones
Toronto

Dev Singh
Fasken Martineau DuMoulin
Toronto

Karen Vadasz
Goodmans
Toronto

C H A N N E L
I S L A N D S
Kate McCaffrey
Ogier
Jersey

C H I L E
Marcela Silva
Philippi Prietocarrizosa Ferrero DU &
Uría
Santiago

C Z E C H
R E P U B L I C
Andrea Adamcová
BBH
Prague

Lukáš Hron
Baker McKenzie
Prague

Petra Myšáková
Allen & Overy
Prague

F I N L A N D
Mariella Både-Landell
Castrén & Snellman
Helsinki

Maria Lehtimäki
Waselius & Wist
Helsinki

G E R M A N Y
Markus Fischer
White & Case
Frankfurt am Main

Alexander Klein
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher
Frankfurt am Main

G R E E C E
Dimitris Kalyvas
Koutalidis Law Firm
Athens

I N D I A
Utkarsh Bandhu
Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas & Co
Mumbai

I R E L A N D
Lyn Brennan
William Fry
Dublin

Niamh McMahon
A&L Goodbody
Dublin

I S R A E L
Karin Adler
Shibolet & Co
Tel Aviv

Alon Peled
Gornitzky & Co
Tel Aviv

J A PA N
Yuki Taguchi
Nishimura & Asahi
Tokyo

M A L TA
Lorraine Poole
Ganado Advocates
Valletta

M E X I C O
Mercedes Haddad A
Creel García-Cuéllar Aiza y Enríquez
Mexico City

Andrés Mosqueira
White & Case
Mexico City

N E T H E R L A N D S
Nienke van Stekelenburgh
Clifford Chance
Amsterdam

N E W  Z E A L A N D
Daniel Collins
Buddle Findlay
Auckland
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BANKING AND FINANCE EXPERT LISTINGS

Gerard Souness
Chapman Tripp
Auckland

N O R WAY
Sunniva Kinsella
Simonsen Vogt Wiig
Oslo

Halvor Klingenberg
Simonsen Vogt Wiig
Oslo

P O R T U G A L
André Abrantes
PLMJ
Lisbon

R O M A N I A
Poliana Gogu-Naum
RTPR
Bucharest

Codrin Luţă
Popovici Niţu Stoica & Asociaţii
Bucharest

R U S S I A
Sergey Blinov
Allen & Overy
Moscow

S I N G A P O R E
Kaveeta Sandhu
Hogan Lovells Lee & Lee
Singapore

Cara Stevens
Ashurst
Singapore

Jeffrey Tanner
Stephenson Harwood
Singapore

S L O VA K
R E P U B L I C
Tomáš Melišek
Kinstellar
Bratislava

Petra Štrbová
Dentons
Bratislava

S PA I N
Eugenio Fernández-Rico
Clifford Chance
Madrid

S W I T Z E R L A N D
Adriano Antonietti See bio
Walder Wyss
Geneva

David Borer
Homburger
Zurich

Fabio Elsener See bio
Schellenberg Wittmer
Zurich

Olivier Favre
Schellenberg Wittmer
Zurich

Tarek Houdrouge See bio
Schellenberg Wittmer
Geneva

Adrian Koller
Niederer Kraft Frey
Zurich

Philip Spoerlé
Baker McKenzie
Zurich

Markus Wolf
Baker McKenzie
Zurich

Grégoire Wuest See bio
Schellenberg Wittmer
Geneva

T U R K E Y
Berk Cin
Esin Attorney Partnership
Istanbul

Sait Eryilmaz
CIFTCI Law Firm
Istanbul

U N I T E D
K I N G D O M
Blanca Arlabán
Uría Menéndez
London

Robert Davidson
Latham & Watkins
London

Alex Dunn
Norton Rose Fulbright
London

Nikki Johnstone
Allen & Overy
London

Amy Kennedy
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld
London

Sarbajeet Nag
Milbank
London

Adam Zacharia
Allen & Overy
London

U N I T E D  S TAT E S
Tracey L Chenoweth
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom
New York

Matthew Haist
Ashurst
New York

Daniel R Kay
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
New York

Angelina X Liang
Dechert
New York
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Vynessa Nemunaitis
Weil Gotshal & Manges
Dallas

Benjamin Sayagh
Milbank
New York

John R Sobolewski See bio
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
New York

Natasha Williams Goddard
Latham & Watkins
New York
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Richard Kelly is a partner in the Finance and Capital Markets Department
at Matheson. Richard’s practice includes advising corporates, financial
institutions, investment banks, asset managers and institutional investors
on all aspects of capital markets transactions involving Irish elements,
including corporate bond issuances, asset backed securitisations, CLOs,
repackagings and segregated managed account structures.

Richard’s practice also includes advising Irish corporates and investment
funds and their counterparties in relation to derivatives transactions,
repurchase and reverse-repurchase transactions, securities lending and
prime brokerage and on the regulation of derivatives, the application of
the Financial Collateral Directive and the operation of netting and set-off
in Ireland. Richard has acted for many of the world’s leading financial
institutions in providing bespoke legal opinions on the enforceability of
close-out netting provisions and collateral arrangements documented
using industry standard or client-specific derivatives, repo and prime
brokerage documentation.

Richard has been active in the Irish Debt Securities Association (IDSA)
since its formation, regularly participating in sub-groups of the IDSA’s
legal committee to prepare submissions on proposed legislation. Richard
also regularly represents Matheson at meetings of the EMIR working
group at Irish Funds.

Recent highlights include:

• Advising a leading investment bank (as lead manager) in relation to
the establishment of a EUR 10 billion and USD 10 billion MREL bond
issuance programmes by an Irish pillar bank.

• Advising a US multi-national on the issuance of over EUR 3.4 billion
of unsecured guaranteed corporate bonds by its Irish financing
subsidiary.

• Acting as lead counsel in advising a US multi-national on the issuance
and listing of a multi-billion dollar Irish law governed corporate bond
issued by its Irish subsidiary.

• Advising a leading investment bank in relation to the first issuance of
Sharia compliant bonds (Sukuk) under Irish tax legislation, with a
value of over USD 150 million.

• Acting as lead counsel in relation to the establishment of an Irish law
governed note issuance programme arranged by a US financial
services company, and the issuance of secured notes thereunder linked
to a portfolio of aircraft assets.

• Acting as lead counsel in relation to the issuance of approximately
EUR 750 million in listed notes linked to subordinated NAMA bonds,
in a transaction governed by Irish law.

• Acting as Irish counsel advising two leading banks on the
establishment of the world’s first multi-bank trade finance ABS
securitisation programme, including the issue of USD 1 billion in
Notes listed on the Irish Stock Exchange.

• Advising banks and borrowers on interest rate and currency hedging
documentation linked to facility agreements.

• Drafting bespoke legal opinions on the enforceability under Irish law
of security, netting and set-off provisions in prime brokerage
agreements for a number of investment banks.

Richard Kelly
Matheson
70 Sir John Rogerson’s Quay
Dublin 2
Ireland
Tel: (353) 1 232 2140
Email: richard.kelly@matheson.com
Website: www.matheson.com

I R E L A N D
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B R A Z I L
Fernando John Friedmann Jr
Pinheiro Guimarães
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Jane Goldman
BMA Advogados
São Paulo

Bruno Massis
Lefosse Advogados
São Paulo

C A N A D A
Michael Hickey
Blake Cassels & Graydon
Toronto

F R A N C E
Soline Louvigny
Allen & Overy
Paris

Andrew McCann
Clifford Chance
Paris

G E R M A N Y
Alexander Retsch
Glade Michel Wirtz
Düsseldorf

H O N G  K O N G
S A R
Jaclyn Yeap
Allen & Overy
Hong Kong

I R E L A N D
Richard Kelly See bio
Matheson
Dublin

I S R A E L
Inbar Eitan-Goldstein
Shibolet & Co
Tel Aviv

N E T H E R L A N D S
Meno Baks
Linklaters
Amsterdam

Yvette Voermans
Hogan Lovells
Amsterdam

S W I T Z E R L A N D
Christine Hohl
Niederer Kraft Frey
Zurich

Benjamin Leisinger
Homburger
Zurich

Yves Mauchle
Baker McKenzie
Zurich

Alexander von Jeinsen
Advestra
Zurich

T U R K E Y
Hasan H Yasar
Pekin & Pekin
Istanbul

U N I T E D
K I N G D O M
Peter Crossan
Allen & Overy
London

Jacqueline Heng
Norton Rose Fulbright
London

Vishal Mawkin
Norton Rose Fulbright
London

U N I T E D  S TAT E S
John Ablan
Mayer Brown
Chicago

Frederick Ryan Castillo
Mayer Brown
New York

Yasin Keshvargar
Davis Polk & Wardwell
New York

Byron B Rooney
Davis Polk & Wardwell
New York

Vidal Vanhoof
Davis Polk & Wardwell
New York

Joshua M Zelig
Cahill Gordon & Reindel
New York
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Total Recall? – Witness Evidence in
International Arbitration 

Georg Scherpf 
Clyde & Co
Hamburg

The 1990s movie Total Recall tells the story of a construction worker
(played by Arnold Schwarzenegger) who finds himself incapable of dis-
tinguishing between his real experiences and those that are the result of
his memory implants. The title of the movie Total Recall has somewhat of
a double meaning. The first meaning being the total (full) recollection of
events (or experiences, i.e. the implants) and the second meaning being
the recall of a faulty product. The recent ICC Commission Report on
“The Accuracy of Fact Witness Memory in International Arbitration” (ICC-
Report) does go as far as to ask for a “total recall” of witness evidence in
international arbitration. But it has extensively reviewed the distorting
factors on witness evidence, outlined what can be done to preserve the ac-
curacy of witness testimony and how to properly weigh the testimony
considering these influences. This article summarises and comments on
the main findings of the ICC Commission Report from a practitioner’s
perspective and raises some red flags for in-house and external counsel
when it comes to the preparation of witness testimony. 

Witness Testimony in International Arbitration
Witness evidence in international arbitration can be used to fill gaps in in
the paper trail, to support or explain existing documents or simply to “set
the scene” (i.e. provide background). The overall objective being that the
tribunal gains some added insight to the facts of the case relevant for its
deliberations and ultimate decision. Today, international arbitrations
rarely come without witness testimony. 

In contrast, civil law jurisdictions tend to give greater value to docu-
mentary evidence. Moreover, in many civil law jurisdictions, statements
of a party to the proceedings (including its directors, managers) are not
treated, without preconditions, as evidence as such (e.g. sec. 445 German
Code of Civil Procedure, CCP). On the other hand, submitting witness
testimony of a party, its directors, employees etc. is not only admissible
but common in international arbitration. 

It is also good practice in international arbitration that counsel inter-
views witnesses and assists in the preparation of the written statements to
provide clear and concise testimony. Counsel who are not prohibited
from the coaching of witnesses for the hearing (e.g. in the US) often go to
great length to prepare the witness for his or her day in court. English so-
licitors are, on the other hand are restricted to familiarising the witness
with the arbitral process (familiarisation v. coaching)1. In civil law juris-
dictions like Germany, the rules are less clear, safe that counsel may not
purposively ask the witness to mislead the tribunal or court (Criminal lia-
bility). The lack of professional conduct rules in civil law jurisdictions re-
lating to the interactions with witnesses is not surprising given the
preponderance of documentary evidence in civil procedure. 

Considering the close interaction between counsel and witnesses in
international arbitration and the possibility to submit witness statements
of the parties to proceedings, witness evidence has in recent years been
criticised as unreliable, polished by counsel and rarely relied upon by tri-
bunals in their awards. Against this background, the ICC-Report sets out
its finding and recommendations regarding the use of witness evidence in
international arbitration. 

ICC Report – The Accuracy of Fact Witness Memory and
International Arbitration
The ICC-Report specifically looks at unintentional distortions and inac-
curacies as opposed to deliberate efforts to mislead. To begin with, the
ICC report makes clear that although human memory is in invariably
imperfect, it does not mean that it is not valuable or even at times vital to
the arbitral process. 

The main distorting factor identified by the report is principally the
exposure of a witness to post event information (PEI). Such PEI can be
anything from reviewing new documents or press reports to talking to
colleagues, counsel or co-witnesses. The ICC report quotes existing psy-
chological research which states that such “misinformation doesn’t just
alter details in our memory, it can add information to memory that was
never there in the first place” (ICC-Report, section 2.5). This is particularly
critical in international arbitration as there is often more than one witness
testifying on the same or overlapping events. Exchanges between wit-
nesses can easily lead to “memory conformity” effects. Studies suggest, as
referenced in the ICC Report, that exposure to PEI can even overwrite ex-
isting factual memory. Also, when recalling past events, these recollections
can be heavily biased by the perspective taken by the witness after those
events, for example, in his or her employment for claimant or respon-
dent. This perspective is “encoded” in the recollections. These biased rec-
ollections can even be intensified by putting questions to the witness with
qualifying descriptors – “Do you frequently eat chocolate”. 

In order to determine whether these existing psychological findings
(derived primarily from studies relating to criminal cases) equally apply
in a commercial setting, the ICC Commission asked the psychologist Dr
Kimberley Wade (University of Warwick) to conduct a witness memory
experiment. The experiment showed that also in a commercial context,
witness memory is as susceptible to similar distortions and influences as
in the criminal context. 

The report concludes, however, that simply reducing these distortions
(i.e. interactions) with a witness may not be feasible, as these interactions
are often necessary to discover the full facts of the case and efficiently pre-
pare hearings. Besides the recollection of events, factual witness state-
ments in international arbitration also serve the purpose of providing
context, explain technical issues and or documentary evidence. The ICC
Task Force therefore opted for differentiated recommendations in which
it proposed various possible steps to “preserve witness memory” and “re-
duce distortions”. The recommendations are structured as follows: 
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In-House Counsel 
In house counsel are encouraged to establish procedures – within their
department but also more generally within the company – for keeping
contemporaneous written notes of events as they unfold. When it comes
to an arbitration, in-house counsel should point out the importance of
the witnesses’ own recollection before bringing them into contact with
external counsel. Witnesses should be interviewed one-by-one and not in
a group. Setting-out a party line or trial strategy to the prospective wit-
nesses should be avoided, discourage witnesses from discussing “end-
lessly” with other witnesses. The ICC-Report recommends preserving
potential witness evidence early on, possibly even before it comes to a dis-
pute, e.g. in complex construction projects. 

External Counsel

Interview
Witness evidence should be collected as early as possible to avoid the loss
of memory. At the outset of the witness interview, counsel should remind
the witness that it is normal to have forgetter details and to differentiate
between their own recollections and what they may have heard from oth-
ers. It should also be made clear that whatever the witness says in the in-
terview does not have any personal consequences.

During the interview, counsel should ask unbiased (and open) ques-
tions, that allow the witness to elaborate without any sense of direction.
Counsel should avoid giving feedback to answers and if possible, avoid
showing post event sources or documents. At the end of the interview,
counsel should advise the witness not to discuss their testimony with co-
witnesses or colleagues. 

Assessing Information Provided by the Witness 
Counsel should be mindful of the time that has lapsed between the actual
events and time of the witness interview and test the accuracy of the
statements by cross checking with other witnesses or documentary evi-
dence. When assessing the information, preceding discussions of that wit-
ness with in-house counsel, co-witnesses or other colleagues should be
considered (misinformation and memory conformity effect). The posi-
tion of the witness and his or her responsibilities in the company should
also be factored in (Stake in the evidence). 

Preparation of the Witness Statement 
It is recommended to provide written questions either before or after the
interview to allow the witness to answer on their own terms. Giving the
witness an opportunity to prepare their own drafts, if capable considering
language and drafting skills. Numerous discussions and drafts/revisions
of the witness statement should be avoided. When drafting or polishing
the written statement, counsel should preserve the witnesses own “own
voice”. The witness should be discouraged from reading other witness
statements. 

Preparation for the Hearing 
Counsel should carefully consider in how far witness preparation is per-
mitted or indeed prohibited under the applicable professional conduct
rules or the rules independently agreed or set in procedural orders. The
ICC report also refers to the guidelines described above for the witness in-
terview when conducting witness preparation for the hearing. 

Identifying Distorting factors and Weighing Testimony 
The ICC-Report encourages all players to educate themselves to better
understand the distorting factors on human memory, for example, such
as the ‘misinformation effect’ or ‘memory conformity’. Moreover, espe-
cially external counsel should train to conduct cognitive interviews (e.g.
reinstating the witness mentally in past events, encourage active participa-
tion etc.). Training and education are also crucial to reduce wrong per-
ceptions of witness memory. 

Comment
In practice, distorting effects can particularly arise when witnesses are in-
terviewed in the presence of in-house counsel, superior managers or
other witnesses. This can tempt the witness to try to fill gaps to seemingly
“help” their company and employer by providing the best possible wit-
ness testimony. From a practitioner’s point of view, it is essential to point
out that filling gaps (even unconsciously) often leads to inconsistencies in
witness statements which are then brought to light in a thorough cross
examination. Providing an honest testimony is the best assistance to ex-
ternal counsel and the in-house department. Ideally, witnesses can review
and refer to they’re written contemporaneous notes, emails or memos to
minimise distortions and allow counsel also too assess the veracity of the
information provided. Caution should also be exercised when providing
fact witnesses with the parties’ submissions or excerpts of those submis-
sions. In practice, witnesses often want to know what their company is ar-
guing in the case and get into the details. The exposure to this
information should be kept to a minimum. 

It is equally important to interview witnesses with an open mind and
conscious of the potentially distorting factors. Witness interviews should
be conducted by experienced attorneys and not “outsourced” to junior as-
sociates, who may be eager to obtain “advantageous statements”. 

Providing written questions before the interview has proven helpful in
practice allowing the witness to answer the question on their own terms.
Especially in complex technical arbitrations it is not always possible, as rec-
ommended by the ICC-Report, to avoid showing the witness documents
or indeed to liaise with co-witnesses. Overly polished written statements
and overly prepared witnesses, where permitted, often harm the credibility
of the witness. In practice it is important to convey to “keen witnesses” that
they should only provide their recollections and not attempt to help their
employer by filling gaps and reading up on past events. 

The ICC-Report provides welcome guidance and encourages all stake-
holders to educate themselves about distorting factors and witness mem-
ory more generally. Distorting factors harm the arbitral process and it is
in everyone’s interest to preserve witness testimony and minimise distor-
tions. The ICC-Report has also addressed common misperceptions about
witness memory which nicely illustrate the need for education and train-
ing. I leave you with FN 24 of the ICC-Report: 

“‘[…] research suggests that witnesses who include a high volume of pe-
ripheral detail in their memory reports are perceived as more credible than wit-
nesses who provide few peripheral details (e.g. Wells, Leippe, 1981). […] Of
course, such trivial and peripheral detail in a witness’ testimony tells us little
about how accurate their accounts really are. But this trivial information is
persuasive, and we all have a tendency to think ‘people who recall trivial details
have a really good memory’. Training would help all participants have a better
appreciation of their own biases and perceptions with respect to a witness’
memory.” [Emphasis added]

1. Stricter standards apply for solicitors in criminal proceedings R v Momodou [2005] EWCA Crim 177, [2005] 1 WLR 3442, [2005] 2 Cr App R 6. Caution must nevertheless also be applied
in civil proceedings, see Ultraframe (UK (Ltd v Fielding [2006] EWHC 1638 (Ch).   
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Julie Raneda is a partner in Schellenberg Wittmer’s international
arbitration practice in Singapore. She represents clients in
international commercial, investment and sports arbitration matters.

Julie has been involved as counsel and arbitrator in complex
arbitrations seated in civil and common law jurisdictions under
different laws and various arbitration rules (in particular ICC, SIAC,
SCAI, UNCITRAL, CAS, VIAC). Her main areas of expertise include
construction and engineering, energy, pharmaceutical/life sciences,
manufacturing and international sales. She also advises clients on
international trade sanctions.

Examples of Julie’s expertise in arbitration include representing an
Asian state-owned company in ICC proceedings seated in Switzerland
related to a dispute in the engineering and construction sector;
representing a leading pharmaceutical company in a dispute arising
from a manufacturing and supply agreement; representing an Asian
company in a high-value, multi-party and multi-contract dispute; and
representing a state in several investment arbitrations.

After completing a degree in international relations at the Graduate
Institute Geneva, Julie graduated with a law degree from the University
of Geneva. Julie Raneda joined Schellenberg Wittmer in 2008. She also
practiced at a leading international law firm in London in 2014–2015.

Julie regularly speaks on topics related to arbitration. She is the chair
of the ASA South East Asia chapter and vice chair of the IPBA Next
Generation Committee. Julie is AIJA’s National Representative in
Singapore and a co-founder of the Women’s Business Society
established in Geneva in 2012.

Julie Raneda 
Schellenberg Wittmer
6 Battery Road, #37-02
Singapore 049909
Singapore
Tel: (65) 6580 2240
Email: julie.raneda@swlegal.sg
Website: www.swlegal.ch
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Georg Scherpf leads the Arbitration practice in Germany and part of
the firm’s Global Arbitration Group, advising both private and state
parties on complex arbitrations and cross-border litigations. He also
sits as arbitrator.

His commercial arbitration work covers a broad range of legal issues
and sectors including international trade (CISG), corporate disputes
(joint venture and post M&A), energy (particularly wind, PV and CSP)
as well as construction disputes. He has represented clients in ad hoc
arbitrations seated in Germany, England, Switzerland, Austria, France,
and Singapore and under various institutional rules (DIS, ICC, LCIA,
AAA, SIAC and SCAI). Georg has a particular focus on disputes
relating to investments and business transactions in the wider CIS
region and the Western Balkans. 

His public international law experience includes advising clients in
relation to bilateral investment treaties (BITs) and multilateral
investment treaties including the Energy Charter Treaty (ECT). He has
acted for investors in several complex treaty cases (ICSID, UNCITRAL
and ad hoc) relating to infrastructure and energy investments in Spain,
Czech Republic, Albania, and Germany. Closely related to his
investment arbitration work, albeit of commercial nature, is his
disputes work in the field of political risk insurance and climate
change.

Georg studied law at Humboldt University Berlin and King’s College
London, and practises as a German attorney (Rechtsanwalt) and a
solicitor (England and Wales). Between 2013 and 2016 he was regional
representative of the DIS40 and from 2016 to 2018 YIAG regional
representative for Europe. Georg regularly publishes and speaks on
international dispute resolution and arbitration.

Georg Scherpf
Clyde & Co
ABC Business Center
Esplanade 40
20354 Hamburg
Germany
Tel: (49) 40 8090 30250
Email: Georg.Scherpf@clydeco.com
Website: www.clydeco.com

G E R M A N Y
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Katherine Bell is a Counsel in Schellenberg Wittmer’s Dispute
Resolution Group in Zurich. Her main areas of practice are domestic
and international commercial litigation and arbitration. She specialises
in the resolution of disputes arising out of complex construction,
engineering and infrastructure projects across a variety of industries.
She acts as counsel and arbitrator in arbitral proceedings, represents
parties in litigation proceedings before Swiss courts, and assists clients
in the drafting and negotiation of construction contracts.

Examples of Katherine’s expertise in arbitration matters include:
representing a multinational company in an ICC arbitration against a
shipyard operator in a dispute over a contract regarding the delivery of
technical equipment, representing a German party in ICC arbitration
proceedings against an Eastern European party in a dispute under a
series of supply and engineering contracts related to a metals
processing plant; acting as sole arbitrator in an arbitration between an
Austrian and a Turkish company in the field of hydropower
technologies in a dispute related to the supply of electromechanical
equipment.

Katherine regularly publishes in her areas of expertise. She is a member
of several professional institutions, including ASA Below 40,
YConstruction, ICC YAF, ArbitralWomen, YIAG and DIS40.

Katherine Bell 
Schellenberg Wittmer
Löwenstrasse 19
PO Box 2201
8021 Zurich
Switzerland
Tel: (41) 44 215 52 52 
Email: katherine.bell@swlegal.ch
Website: www.swlegal.ch
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Anne-Carole Cremades is a counsel in Schellenberg Wittmer’s
international arbitration group in Geneva. She specialises in
international commercial arbitration and investment arbitration.

Anne-Carole has acted as counsel before international arbitral
tribunals in a broad range of disputes involving inter alia oil and gas
contracts, joint venture agreements, share purchase agreements, sales
and distribution contracts, international construction contracts as well
as investment disputes between states and foreign investors. She has
handled arbitrations under the rules of ICC, UNCITRAL, ICSID, SCAI
and before the PCA, in English, French and Spanish.

Anne-Carole has also represented parties before the Swiss Supreme
Court in proceedings related to challenges of arbitral awards rendered
both in commercial and investment arbitrations. Anne-Carole
regularly sits as arbitrator.

Examples of Anne-Carole’s expertise in recent arbitration matters
include representation of the Russian Federation in several investment
treaty cases; representation of a North-African state-owned company
in a dispute relating to a water desalination plant and project finance
issues; representation of a Qatari company in a dispute regarding the
termination of a subcontract for the construction of an airport in the
Middle East and representation of a Turkish company in a dispute
regarding manufacturing of consumer electronics.

Prior to joining Schellenberg Wittmer, Anne-Carole worked as an
associate in a renowned Paris law firm. Additionally, she was a teaching
assistant in contract law at the University of Paris and a trainee lawyer
in a Madrid based-law firm.

Anne-Carole Cremades is a member of several professional
associations, including the Spanish Club of Arbitration (CEA), the
Comité Français de l’Arbitrage (CFA), the Swiss Arbitration
Association (ASA) and ICDR Young & International. She is former
president of the Swiss chapter of the Spanish Club of Arbitration
(CEA). Anne-Carole has authored various publications on
international arbitration issues and regularly speaks at arbitration
conferences.

Anne-Carole Cremades 
Schellenberg Wittmer
15bis, rue des Alpes
PO Box 2088
1211 Geneva
Switzerland
Tel: (41) 22 707 8000
Email: anne.carole-cremades@swlegal.ch
Website: www.swlegal.ch

S W I T Z E R L A N D
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Anya George is a partner in Schellenberg Wittmer’s dispute resolution
group in Zurich. Her practice focuses on international commercial and
investment arbitration. She represents states, state-owned entities and
private companies in complex multi-jurisdictional disputes across a
wide range of sectors, with particular emphasis on insurance and
reinsurance, energy, commodities and manufacturing and sales
agreements.

Anya has acted in over 50 arbitrations under the ICC, LCIA, CAS,
UNCITRAL and Swiss Rules and in ad hoc proceedings. Anya has
special expertise in arbitration-related litigation, including
enforcement and setting-aside proceedings before the Swiss Supreme
Court, in both French and German. She also advises clients on business
and human rights issues.

Examples of Anya’s recent matters include: representing a
multinational insurance company in a suite of multi-million-dollar
arbitrations; representing a group of PV investors in setting-aside
proceedings before the Swiss Supreme Court in a dispute with the
Kingdom of Spain; and representing the Russian Federation in a
challenge to a jurisdictional award before the Swiss Supreme Court
arising out of a “second wave” Yukos arbitration.

Anya is trilingual (English/French/German) and dual-qualified as a
Swiss attorney and a solicitor of England and Wales. She is a co-chair
of the LCIA’s Young International Arbitration Group (YIAG) and an
associate of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators. Anya speaks and
publishes regularly on a variety of international arbitration topics.

Anya George
Schellenberg Wittmer
Löwenstrasse 19
PO Box 2201
8021 Zurich
Switzerland
Tel: (41) 44 215 5252
Email: anya.george@swlegal.ch
Website: www.swlegal.ch
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Benjamin Gottlieb is a senior associate in Schellenberg Wittmer’s
international arbitration group in Zurich. His main areas of practice
include international arbitration, as well as domestic and international
commercial litigation. Benjamin advises and represents clients with a
focus on international sales, licensing, distribution contracts,
construction and engineering, and energy, as well as the
pharmaceutical and the automotive industries. He also sits as an
arbitrator.

Benjamin’s recent experience in arbitration includes representing a
contractor in ICC arbitration proceedings relating to the construction
of a desalination plant; a seller of turbines for a geothermal plant in
ICC arbitration proceedings; a seller of airplane maintenance facility
equipment in a contractual dispute under the ICC Rules; and a
broadcasting company in a dispute relating to broadcasting rights in a
Swiss Rules proceeding.

Benjamin is an expert on the United Nations Convention for the
International Sale of Goods (CISG) and co-editor of a commentary on
the CISG. He is a member of the executive committee of AIA-Arbit40,
the Italian arbitration association for practitioners below 40, and a
lecturer at the University of Zurich for international commercial
arbitration and the CISG and taught advocacy classes in Milan. He
frequently writes and speaks on arbitration and international sales law,
including over 30 case annotations on the Supreme Court’s case law in
arbitration matters.

Benjamin studied law at the Universities of Zurich and Milan. After
completing his studies he was awarded the title of Arbitration
Practitioner (ArbP) by the Swiss Arbitration Academy (2010) and
obtained the Certificate of Advanced Studies (CAS) in arbitration at
the Universities of Lucerne and Neuchâtel (2015).

Prior to joining Schellenberg Wittmer, Benjamin Gottlieb worked as a
research and teaching assistant in private, European and commercial
law at the University of Zurich with Professor Dr Claire Huguenin.

Benjamin Gottlieb
Schellenberg Wittmer
Löwenstrasse 19
PO Box 2201
8021 Zurich
Switzerland
Tel: (41) 44 215 5252
Email: benjamin.gottlieb@swlegal.ch
Website: www.swlegal.ch
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Dr Anna Kozmenko is a partner in Schellenberg Wittmer’s dispute
resolution group in Zurich. She represents states, state-owned and
private companies as well as individuals in high profile international
disputes, including complex litigations, commercial and investment
arbitrations as well as sports disputes. She also regularly sits as
arbitrator.

Anna’s experience includes over 70 arbitrations, both ad hoc and
institutional (under the ICC, LCIA, SCC, VIAC, AAA/ICDR, DIS,
ICAC, CAS, UNCITRAL, PCA, ICSID, ICSID Additional Facility and
Swiss rules), at various seats and under a broad range of applicable
laws.

Anna’s recent notable matters include: representation of the Russian
Federation in several investment arbitration matters and set aside
proceedings before the Swiss Supreme Court; representation, before
the CAS, of 39 athletes who had been wrongly banned for life from the
Olympic Games amid allegations of a systematic doping scheme
around the Sochi Olympic Games; representation of the Russian
Antidoping Agency in a dispute against the World Anti-Doping
Agency; and the successful defense of GazpromNeft PJSC before a
Swiss court against the European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development.

Anna is an adjunct professor of law at the University of Arkansas
School of Law, where she teaches international commercial arbitration.
She is also a visiting Lecturer at the Lomonosov Moscow State
University, the Moscow State Institute of International Relations, and
the National Research University Higher School of Economics.  She
was, until recently, co-chair of ICDR Young & International. Anna was
named as “top arbitration practitioner” by the Russian Arbitration
Association every year from 2014 to 2018.

Prior to joining Schellenberg Wittmer, Anna practiced at a leading
international law firm in Paris and New York. She graduated with the
highest honours from Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia (BA,
MA and doctorate degrees) and obtained an LL.M. degree in
international dispute settlement from the University of Geneva
(MIDS).

Anna Kozmenko
Schellenberg Wittmer
Löwenstrasse 19
PO Box 2201
8021 Zurich
Switzerland
Tel: (41) 44 215 5252
Email: anna.kozmenko@swlegal.ch
Website: www.swlegal.ch

S W I T Z E R L A N D

Dr Stefan Leimgruber is a partner in Schellenberg Wittmer’s dispute
resolution group in Zurich. His main areas of practice are domestic
and international commercial arbitration and litigation. He has acted
as counsel and arbitrator in international arbitrations, both ad hoc and
institutional (including ICC, Swiss Rules, UNCITRAL, WIPO,
CEPANI), in a wide range of commercial disputes, including disputes
arising from international joint ventures, shareholder and share
purchase agreements, sales, licensing and distribution agreements and
construction contracts. Stefan also represents parties before Swiss
courts with a particular focus on banking, post-M&A and corporate
litigation, interim measures and enforcement of foreign judgements
and awards.

Recent experience in arbitration matters includes: acting as chair and
sole arbitrator in ICC, Swiss Rules and ad hoc arbitrations arising from
post-M&A, shareholders and joint venture disputes; representing
athletes and sports federations in arbitral proceedings before the Court
of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) and before state courts; representing an
international trading company in a dispute over a contract for the sale
of steel (Swiss Rules arbitration).

Prior to joining Schellenberg Wittmer in 2007, Stefan worked at the
Zurich District Court, first as a legal secretary and later as a judge,
mainly dealing with debt enforcement, civil attachments, injunctions,
and recognition and enforcement of foreign judgements. From 2010 to
2011, Stefan was a visiting scholar at the University of Sydney Law
School, where he conducted extensive research in the fields of
international arbitration and transnational litigation. He obtained a
doctorate in law from the University of Lucerne in 2013 for his thesis
on negative declaratory relief in international arbitration in
Switzerland.

Stefan Leimgruber
Schellenberg Wittmer
Löwenstrasse 19
PO Box 2201
8021 Zurich
Switzerland
Tel: (41) 44 215 52 52
Email: stefan.leimgruber@swlegal.ch 
Website: www.swlegal.ch
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Sebastiano Nessi is a counsel in Schellenberg Wittmer’s Geneva office.
Trained in both civil and common law, Sebastiano specialises in
international arbitration.

Sebastiano’s clients and cases have spanned most continents, including
Europe, Asia, South America and Africa. He has handled arbitrations
under the rules of the CEPANI, DIS, ICC, ICSID, LCIA, UNCITRAL,
SCC, SCAI, SIAC and WIPO.

Sebastiano has represented states, state-owned entities and private
companies in complex multi-jurisdictional disputes across a wide
range of sectors with a particular focus on energy, commodities,
pharmaceuticals, joint ventures, aerospace, sports and construction
disputes. Sebastiano has also acted as counsel in several investment
treaty cases, advised clients on the structuring of their investments, as
well as states on the negotiation and drafting of trade and investment
treaties. Sebastiano regularly sits as arbitrator.

Sebastiano Nessi has written and spoken widely on arbitration, as well
as teaching commercial and investment arbitration at the University of
Paris I, Panthéon-Sorbonne and Sciences Po Law School (2013–2017).
He is also a visiting lecturer at the Swiss Arbitration Academy and the
Ukrainian Arbitration Association’s Arbitration School.

Sebastiano Nessi serves as the current Vice-chair of the Chartered
Institute of Arbitrators’ Young Members Group (CIArb YMG). He was
also appointed ICC YAF Representative for Europe and Russia.

Sebastiano Nessi graduated from the University of Geneva in 2004
(summa cum laude) and was admitted to the bar in Switzerland in
2006. In 2009, he earned a Master of Laws (LL.M.) from Columbia Law
School (New York). In 2015, he obtained the CAS in arbitration jointly
offered by the Universities of Lucerne and Neuchâtel.

Sebastiano Nessi
Schellenberg Wittmer
15bis, rue des Alpes
PO Box 2088
1211 Geneva
Switzerland
Tel: (41) 22 707 8000
Email: sebastiano.nessi@swlegal.ch
Website: www.swlegal.ch
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RISING STARS EXPERTGUIDES 27

EXPERT LISTINGS COMMERCIAL ARBITRATION

A U S T R I A
Heidrun Halbartschlager
Konrad Partners
Vienna

Eric Leikin
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
Vienna

B R A Z I L
Luis Henrique Borghi
Trench Rossi Watanabe
São Paulo

Lucas Britto Mejias
TozziniFreire Advogados
São Paulo

C A N A D A
Christina Doria
Baker McKenzie
Toronto

C H I L E
Pablo Correa
Ugarte & Correa
Santiago

Orlando Palominos A
Morales & Besa
Santiago

C H I N A
Helen Tang
Herbert Smith Freehills
Shanghai

C O L O M B I A
Cristina Mejía
Baker McKenzie
Bogotá

Sebastian Quintero
Baker McKenzie
Bogotá

F R A N C E
Laurie Achtouk-Spivak
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton
Paris

Vincent Bouvard
Herbert Smith Freehills
Paris

David Burke
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan
Paris

Marie-Isabelle Delleur
Clifford Chance
Paris

Simon Elliot
Three Crowns
Paris

Athina Fouchard Papaefstratiou
Eversheds Sutherland
Paris

Emily Fox
Herbert Smith Freehills
Paris

Thomas Granier
Asafo & Co
Paris

Anne-Marie Lacoste
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan
Paris

Alexander G Leventhal
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan
Paris

Alexander J Marcopoulos
Shearman & Sterling
Paris

Sara Nadeau-Seguin
Teynier Pic
Paris

Théobald Naud
DLA Piper
Paris

Melissa Ordonez
Hogan Lovells
Paris

Paschalis Paschalidis
Shearman & Sterling
Paris

Flore Poloni
Signature Litigation
Paris

Alexandre Reynaud
Betto Perben Pradel Filhol
Paris

Julie Spinelli
Le 16 Law
Paris

G E R M A N Y
Jennifer Bryant
Noerr
Düsseldorf

Philipp Duncker
Hogan Lovells
Munich

Catrice Gayer
Herbert Smith Freehills
Düsseldorf

Franziska Gräfin Grote
Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe
Düsseldorf

Olga Hamama
V29 Legal
Frankfurt am Main

Paul Hauser
Clifford Chance
Frankfurt am Main

Tobias Höfling
Baker McKenzie
Frankfurt am Main

Benjamin Lissner
CMS Hasche Sigle
Cologne

Anna Masser
Allen & Overy
Frankfurt am Main

Martin C Mekat
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
Frankfurt am Main

Sebastian D Müller
King & Spalding
Frankfurt am Main

Katharina Peters
Busse Disputes
Frankfurt am Main
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Tom Christopher Pröstler
CMS Hasche Sigle
Berlin

Georg Scherpf See bio
Clyde & Co
Hamburg

Moritz Schmitt
rothorn legal
Frankfurt am Main

Alexander Shchavelev
Pinsent Masons
Munich

Susanne Zwirlein-Forschner
Sernetz • Schäfer
Munich

I N D I A
Rishab Gupta
Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas & Co
Mumbai

I TA L Y
Marta García Bel
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
Milan/Madrid

Fabio Cozzi
Delfino e Associati
Milan

Flavio Ponzano
ARBLIT
Milan

J A PA N
Peter Harris
Clifford Chance
Tokyo

L I E C H T E N S T E I N
Michael Nueber
Gasser Partner Attorneys at Law
Vaduz/Vienna

P E R U
Lucía Olavarría Salinas
Quiñones Alayza Abogados
Lima

P O L A N D
Maciej Durbas
Kubas Kos Gałkowski
Warsaw

Jakub Urbanowicz
Sołtysiński Kawecki & Szlęzak
Warsaw

P O R T U G A L
Rute Alves
PLMJ
Lisbon

Joana Galvão Teles
Morais Leitão
Lisbon

Matilde Líbano Monteiro
VdA Vieira de Almeida
Lisbon

R O M A N I A
Ruxandra Nita
Tuca Zbârcea & Asociații
Bucharest

R U S S I A
Marina Akchurina
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton
Moscow

Oleg Todua
White & Case
Moscow

S I N G A P O R E
Kate Apostolova
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
Singapore

Katie Chung
Norton Rose Fulbright
Singapore

Elan Krishna
Cavenagh Law
Singapore

Jennifer Lim
Sidley Austin
Singapore

Joan Lim-Casanova
Cavenagh Law
Singapore

Julie Raneda See bio
Schellenberg Wittmer
Singapore

Aditya Singh
White & Case
Singapore

Daniel Waldek
Herbert Smith Freehills
Singapore

Michael Weatherley
Ashurst
Singapore

S PA I N
Victor Bonnin Reynes
VBArbitration
Madrid

Pilar Colomés Iess
Eversheds Sutherland
Madrid

S W I T Z E R L A N D
Katherine Bell See bio
Schellenberg Wittmer
Zurich

Brendan Casey
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld
Geneva

Anne-Carole Cremades See bio
Schellenberg Wittmer
Geneva

Lorraine de Germiny
Lalive
Geneva

Rahul Donde
Lévy Kaufmann-Kohler
Geneva
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Eliane Fischer
rothorn legal
Zurich

Anya George See bio
Schellenberg Wittmer
Zurich

Benjamin Gottlieb See bio
Schellenberg Wittmer
Zurich

Eva Kalnina
Lévy Kaufmann-Kohler
Geneva

Anna Kozmenko See bio
Schellenberg Wittmer
Zurich

Catherine Anne Kunz
Lalive
Geneva

Johannes Landbrecht
GABRIEL Arbitration
Zurich

Stefan Leimgruber See bio
Schellenberg Wittmer
Zurich

Olivier Mosimann
Kellerhals Carrard
Basel

Sebastiano Nessi See bio
Schellenberg Wittmer
Geneva

Michele Potestà
Lévy Kaufmann-Kohler
Geneva

Mladen Stojiljkovic
Vischer
Zurich

Nhu-Hoang Tran Thrang
Peter & Kim
Geneva

Simon Vorburger
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan
Zurich

Hanno Wehland
Lenz & Staehelin
Geneva

U K R A I N E
Dmytro Donenko
Engarde
Kyiv

Krystyna Khripkova
Integrites
Kyiv

U N I T E D
K I N G D O M
Wilson Antoon
King & Wood Mallesons
London

Clea Bigelow-Nuttall
Pinsent Masons
London

Naomi Briercliffe
Allen & Overy
London

Matthew Buckle
Norton Rose Fulbright
London

Philip J Devenish
Jones Day
London

Sabrina Devenish
Clyde & Co
London

Emilie Gonin
Doughty Street Chambers
London

Matthieu Gregoire
4 New Square
London

Edward Hamilton
Clyde & Co
London

David Ingle
Allen & Overy
London

Dominic Kennelly
3VB
London

Valeriya Kirsey
Baker Botts
London

Jonathan Lim
WilmerHale
London

Simon Maynard
King & Spalding
London

Tadhg O’Leary
Signature Litigation
London

Dharshini Prasad
WilmerHale
London

Marija Scekic
WilmerHale
London

Gunjan Sharma
Volterra Fietta
London

U N I T E D  S TAT E S
Simon Batifort
Curtis Mallet-Prevost Colt & Mosle
New York

Jessica Beess und Chrostin
King & Spalding
New York

Eva Y Chan
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom
New York

Kabir Duggal
Arnold & Porter
New York

Amy Endicott
Arnold & Porter
San Francisco

Floriane Lavaud
Debevoise & Plimpton
New York/Paris

Apoorva J Patel
WilmerHale
Washington DC

David Riesenberg
White & Case
Washington DC

Jose F Sanchez
Vinson & Elkins
New York
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Cedric Soule
King & Spalding
New York

Jonathan J Thompkins
Shearman & Sterling
New York

Gretta Walters
Chaffetz Lindsey
New York

Samuel L Zimmerman
Hogan Lovells
New York
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Wilbert Luna is a Senior Associate at the Mexico City office of White &
Case. 

There, he focuses his practice on antitrust and other regulatory
matters, such as financial services regulation, data privacy, fintech,
public procurement, consumer protection, and cybersecurity.

His versatile profile has helped high-profile clients to navigate the
Mexican and Latin American regulatory landscape, ensuring their
ventures and investments, as well as developing and strengthening
their relationships with key sector regulators.

Wilbert’s experience in both the public and private sectors before
joining White & Case helped to nurture his current multifaceted legal
practice. For example, he performed as member of the Mexican
delegation to the Financial Action Task Force, the international
standard-setter for anti-money laundering and counter-financing of
terrorism matters, where he advised on policy matters that are still
relevant to this day, such as the combat against the de-risking in the
international financial systems and, particularly, in correspondent
banking relationships.

Furthermore, he was a member of the Working Party 10 of the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, in Paris,
where he joined the group of experts aiming to tackle cross border tax
evasion while drafting and negotiating the “Commentaries on the
Model Competent Authority Agreement and the Common Reporting
Standard.”

As a public officer for the Mexican Competition Commission, he did a
secondment at the Presidency of the Administrative Council for
Economic Defense, the Brazilian Antitrust Authority, then under Mr.
Fernando de Magalhães Furlan. He also received a prize by the
Mexican Ministry of Finance for his outstanding work as a public
officer in such institution.

As an associate at White & Case, he has advised relevant clients on a
pro bono basis, such as the International Federation of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies, as well as the United Nations Environment
Programme.

Wilbert Luna graduated from the Master of Science in Law and
Finance (St. Cross College, Oxford), where he was a Chevening
Scholar, as well as from the Master of Laws from Harvard University
(thesis with honors: “The procedure of reference to the OECD in terms of
the Code of Liberalization of Capital Movements”), as a Fulbright-
García Robles Scholar.

Wilbert Luna Arellanes
White & Case
Torre del Bosque – PH
CDMX 11000
Mexico
Tel: (52) 55 5540 9643
Email: wilbert.luna@whitecase.com
Website: www.whitecase.com

M E X I C O

Hristina Dzhevlekova is a Counsel at Wolf Theiss with over eight years
of experience in the areas of competition, regulatory and employment
law. She is experienced senior lawyer with a demonstrated history of
working on landmark cases in Bulgaria and CEE.

In her practice, Hristina advises on a range of EU and local
competition matters, including in specific regulated sectors such as
pharmaceuticals, telecommunication, automotive, etc. She focuses
mainly on antitrust law, in particular in assessment of vertical and
horizontal agreements, application of various distribution and agency
systems, market policies applied by dominant undertakings, etc.
Hristina was advising on the competition and regulatory aspects in the
completion of the first National Roaming Agreement in Bulgaria and
recently, represented one of the global manufacturers of innovative
medicines in a challenging dominance case before the Bulgarian
Competition Protection Commission. Her competition law expertise
includes further a number of successfully completed merger clearance
procedures in Bulgaria and North Macedonia.

Skilled at Employment Law and TUPE transfers, she also advises on
sensitive employment cases (dismissal of top-tier personnel, mass-
dismissals, negotiations with unions), structuring of employment
relations upon commercial transactions, representation in legal
disputes and internal compliance investigations.

Hristina is a qualified Bulgarian attorney-at-law. She has an honors
Master of Law Degree from the Sofia University and obtained with
Distinction a Diploma on English and EU Law from BLC (ass.
Cambridge University). Hristina graduated with honors a PD on
(Advanced) EU Competition Law from King’s College and was the
winner in the category “Rising Star Bulgaria” at the 2019
IFLR/Euromoney Legal Media Group Europe Rising Stars Awards.

Recognized by clients and peers, she is among the young generation of
leading lawyers ranked by Chambers Europe and Legal 500 on the
Bulgarian legal market.

Hristina Dzhevlekova
Wolf Theiss
55 Nikola Vaptsarov Blvd
1407 Sofia
Bulgaria
Tel: (359) 2 8613 700
Email: hristina.dzhevlekova@wolftheiss.com
Website: www.wolftheiss.com

B U L G A R I A
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Franco Castelli is counsel in Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz’s Antitrust
Department. He focuses on analysis of competition issues in US and
cross-border mergers, acquisitions, and joint ventures. Mr Castelli has
represented clients before the Federal Trade Commission, the US
Department of Justice, the European Commission, as well as other
antitrust regulatory agencies. He has worked on transactions involving
a wide variety of industries, most recently representing companies in
the high-tech, financial information and services, pharmaceutical, oil
and gas, and chemical industries. Mr Castelli has served as a guest
lecturer on antitrust law at the Law School of the University of Milan,
Italy.

Among other matters, Mr Castelli is representing S&P Global in its
pending $44 billion acquisition of IHS Markit Ltd., and has
represented Celgene in its $98 billion acquisition by Bristol-Myers
Squibb; Immunomedics in its $21 billion acquisition by Gilead;
Actelion in its $30 billion sale to Johnson & Johnson and the spin-off
of its drug discovery operations and early-stage clinical assets; Nasdaq
in its acquisitions of Verafin, eVestment, and the International
Securities Exchange; Square in its sale of Caviar to DoorDash; FMC
Corporation in its acquisition of DuPont’s Crop Protection business in
exchange for FMC’s Health and Nutrition business; Prysmian Group
in its $3 billion acquisition of General Cable; Marsh & McLennan
Companies in its $6.4 billion acquisition of Jardine Lloyd Thompson
Group; Taubman in a $9.8 billion merger and joint venture with
Simon Property Group; Medtronic in its $6.1 billion sale of a portion
of its Patient Monitoring & Recovery business to Cardinal Health;
Expedia in its acquisition of Orbitz, which was named by Global
Competition Review as Merger Control Matter of 2015 in the
Americas, and in its acquisition of HomeAway; Chicago Bridge & Iron
in its $6 billion merger of equals with McDermott International and in
its acquisition of Shaw Group; and ProLogis in its $12.6 billion
acquisition of Liberty Property Trust.

Mr Castelli received a J.D. from the University of Milan in 2001 and an
LL.M. from Columbia Law School in 2005, where he was a Harlan
Fiske Stone Scholar. Mr Castelli was selected as a “Future Leader” by
Who’s Who Legal: Competition in 2017 and has been listed as a Rising
Star in the 2015 and 2016 New York – Metro edition of Super Lawyers.

Mr Castelli is a member of the American Bar Association and the Bar
Association of the City of New York.

Education
University of Milan, J.D. 2001
Columbia Law School, LL.M. 2005, Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar

Selected Publication
US M&A Antitrust Enforcement: 2019 and the Year Ahead, in
Columbia Law School’s Blog on Corporations and the Capital Markets,
January 7, 2020.

Franco Castelli
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
51 West 52nd Street
New York, NY 10019
US
Tel: (1) 212 403 1355
Email: FCastelli@wlrk.com
Website: www.wlrk.com

U N I T E D  S TAT E S

Dr Frank Bremer is a counsel in Schellenberg Wittmer’s competition
and antitrust law team in Zurich. With over 12 years’ experience in
Swiss and EU competition law, Frank has represented clients in
complex antitrust investigations and merger notifications in a variety
of areas such as construction tendering, sports broadcasting rights as
well as postal and payment services.

Frank has high-profile competition law expertise across numerous
Swiss competition investigations, as well as appeals to the higher courts
of Switzerland. His fields of expertise include antitrust, merger control,
leniency programmes, dawn raids, administrative law, compliance and
internal investigations, distribution, procurement, energy, telecoms
and postal regulation.

Examples of Frank’s expertise are: advising Credit Suisse in an
investigation by the Swiss Competition Commission; representing the
international provider and reseller of network and data security
products dacoso GmbH in an investigation by the Swiss Competition
Commission involving a dawn raid and a successful leniency
application; providing legal advice to the utilities companies ewl and
EGZ in a competition investigation concerning access to the gas
infrastructure and landmark regulatory issues of energy market
liberalisation.

Frank Bremer’s PhD on sanctions against natural persons in Swiss
competition law was awarded the prestigious Walter Hug-Price for
outstanding PhD dissertations. Frank has been a lecturer at the
University of St Gallen since 2009 and is recognised repeatedly as a
“future leader” in competition law by various leading legal
publications.

Frank Bremer is inter alia a member of the Studienvereinigung
Kartellrecht eV (Antitrust Law Association), the Zurich Bar
Association (ZAV), the Swiss Bar Association (SAV) and the Munich
Bar Association.

Frank Bremer
Schellenberg Wittmer
Löwenstrasse 19
PO Box 2201
8021 Zurich
Switzerland
Tel: (41) 44 215 5252
Email: frank.bremer@swlegal.ch
Website: www.swlegal.ch
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A R G E N T I N A
Camila Corvalán
Beccar Varela
Buenos Aires

A U S T R A L I A
Mark Grime
Clifford Chance
Sydney

A U S T R I A
Michael Mayer
Cerha Hempel
Vienna

Anna Wolf-Posch
Cerha Hempel
Vienna

B E L G I U M
Diana Calciu
Gide Loyrette Nouel
Brussels

Marjolein De Backer
Dechert
Brussels

Mark J English
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan
Brussels

Stéphane Frank
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher
Brussels

Athanasia Gavala
Arnold & Porter
Brussels

Aaron Green
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
Brussels

Neil Hoolihan
Linklaters
Brussels

Lukas Kienzle
Luther
Brussels

David Little
Latham & Watkins
Brussels

Niklas Maydell
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton
Brussels

Jennifer Mellott
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
Brussels/Washington DC

Tone Oeyen
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
Brussels

Gian Diego Pini
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom
Brussels

Mark Taylor
Allen & Overy
Brussels

Harald Weiss
Gleiss Lutz
Brussels

Sibel Yilmaz
Baker McKenzie
Brussels/Stockholm

B R A Z I L
Patricia Bandouk Carvalho
TozziniFreire Advogados
São Paulo

Flávia Chiquito dos Santos
Manesco Ramires Perez Azevedo
Marques
São Paulo

Daniel Costa Rebello
Pinheiro Neto Advogados
Brasilia

Beatriz Cravo
Grinberg Cordovil
São Paulo

Alessandro P Giacaglia
Pinheiro Neto Advogados
São Paulo

Camilla Paoletti
BMA Advogados
São Paulo

Ana Paula Paschoalini
Stocche Forbes Advogados
São Paulo

Stefanie Schmitt Giglio
IWRCF Advogados
São Paulo

B U L G A R I A
Hristina Dzhevlekova See bio
Wolf Theiss
Sofia

C A N A D A
Jonathan Bitran
McCarthy Tétrault
Toronto

Michael Caldecott
McCarthy Tétrault
Toronto

Michael Laskey
Stikeman Elliott
Toronto

C H I L E
Francisco Bórquez Electorat
Barros & Errázuriz
Santiago

Santiago Bravo Sanz
Claro & Cia
Santiago

Ignacio Larraín
Philippi Prietocarrizosa Ferrero DU &
Uría
Santiago

Benjamín Mordoj
FerradaNehme
Santiago

José Pardo
Carey
Santiago

Jorge Sepúlveda
Correa Squella
Santiago

C H I N A
Xi Liao
Zhao Sheng Law Firm
Shanghai
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E S T O N I A
Liina Käis
FORT Legal
Tallinn

F I N L A N D
Niina Hänninen
Roschier
Helsinki

Heidi Muukkonen
Dittmar & Indrenius
Helsinki

Harri Puskala
Roschier
Helsinki

Sari Rasinkangas
Roschier
Helsinki

Hanna Sarkio
Frontia Attorneys
Helsinki

F R A N C E
Céline Espesson
DLA Piper
Paris

Fayrouze Masmi-Dazi
Frieh et Associés
Paris

G E R M A N Y
Katharina Apel
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton
Cologne

Sebastian Faust
Hogan Lovells
Düsseldorf

Malte Frank
Hengeler Mueller
Berlin

René Galle
Allen & Overy
Hamburg

Sebastian Hack
Osborne Clarke
Cologne

Stefan Horn
Taylor Wessing
Hamburg

Philipp Kirst
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton
Cologne

Lukas Rengier
Allen & Overy
Hamburg

Christian Ritz
Hogan Lovells
Munich

Tobias Rump
Linklaters
Cologne

Christoff Henrik Soltau
CMS Hasche Sigle
Hamburg

Gregor Wecker
Gleiss Lutz
Stuttgart

Elena Wiese
Hogan Lovells
Düsseldorf

Eugen Wingerter
Mayer Brown
Düsseldorf

H O N G  K O N G
S A R
Jacqueline Arena
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom
Hong Kong

Kathleen Gooi
Linklaters
Hong Kong

Adelaide Luke
Herbert Smith Freehills
Hong Kong

Marcus Pollard
Linklaters
Hong Kong

I N D I A
Rohan Arora
Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas & Co
New Delhi

Aditi Gopalakrishnan
AZB & Partners
New Delhi

Rudresh Singh
L&L Partners
New Delhi

Yaman Verma
Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas & Co
New Delhi

I TA L Y
Ermelinda Spinelli
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
Milan

L I T H U A N I A
Simona Liuimiene
Ellex Valiunas
Vilnius

M A L AY S I A
Jane Guan
Christopher & Lee Ong
Kuala Lumpur

M E X I C O
Juan Carlos Burgos
Galicia Abogado
Mexico City

Jorge Kargl Pavía
Creel García-Cuéllar Aiza y Enríquez
Mexico City

Wilbert Luna Arellanes See bio
White & Case
Mexico City

N E T H E R L A N D S
Bart de Rijke
De Brauw Blackstone Westbroek
Amsterdam/Brussels
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Marc Wiggers
Loyens & Loeff
Amsterdam

P O L A N D
Anna Gulinska
Dentons
Warsaw

P O R T U G A L
Miguel Marques de Carvalho
Cruz Vilaça Advogados
Lisbon

R O M A N I A
Oana Bucșa
PeliPartners
Bucharest

Roxana Ionescu
RTPR
Bucharest

Manuela Lupeanu
Muşat & Asociaţii
Bucharest

S O U T H  A F R I C A
Naasha Loopoo
Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr
Johannesburg

Judd Lurie
Bowmans
Johannesburg

Burton Phillips
Webber Wentzel
Johannesburg

Julia Sham-Guild
Norton Rose Fulbright
Johannesburg

Samantha Sinden
Werksmans Attorneys
Johannesburg

S O U T H  K O R E A
In Seon Choi
Kim & Chang
Seoul

Hemi Lee
Kim & Chang
Seoul

S W E D E N
Emil Fahlén-Godö
Bokwall Rislund
Stockholm

Karin Roberts
Delphi
Stockholm

S W I T Z E R L A N D
Frank Bremer See bio
Schellenberg Wittmer
Zurich

Laura Melusine Baudenbacher
Baudenbacher Law
Zurich

Michael Tschudin
Wenger & Vieli
Zurich

T U R K E Y
Sera Erzene Yildiz
ACTECON
Istanbul

U N I T E D
K I N G D O M
Gabriela R Da Costa
K&L Gates
London

Sam Hare
Squire Patton Boggs
London

Annie Herdman
Kirkland & Ellis
London

Christon Shenolikar
Herbert Smith Freehills
London

Tatiana Siakka
Squire Patton Boggs
London/Brussels

Jennifer Storey
Clifford Chance
London

Ricky Versteeg
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
London

U N I T E D  S TAT E S
Lauren E Battaglia
Hogan Lovells
Washington DC

Franco Castelli See bio
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
New York

Laura Collins
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
Washington DC

Lisa Danzing
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton
Washington DC

Megan A Granger
Weil Gotshal & Manges
Washington DC

Rani A Habash
Dechert
Washington DC

Samantha F Hynes
Sullivan & Cromwell
Washignton DC

Douglas E Litvack
Davis Wright Tremaine
Washington DC

Kate Mitchell-Tombras
Covington & Burling
Washington DC

Kaj Rozga
Davis Wright Tremaine
New York

Jan Rybnicek
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
Washington DC



RISING STARS EXPERTGUIDES 37

EXPERT LISTINGS COMPETITION AND ANTITRUST

Tara Lynn Tavernia
Latham & Watkins
Washington DC

Sophia A Vandergrift
Sullivan & Cromwell
Washignton DC

Christopher Wilson
Baker Botts
Washington DC
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EXPERT LISTINGS CONSTRUCTION

A U S T R A L I A
Paul Brickley
Corrs Chambers Westgarth
Melbourne

Sinead Brickley
MolinoCahill Lawyers
Melbourne

Stella Guettinger
Corrs Chambers Westgarth
Melbourne

Tom Heading
Pinsent Masons
Melbourne

A U S T R I A
Constantin Benes
Schönherr
Vienna

F I N L A N D
Mika Karppinen
Frontia Attorneys
Helsinki

F R A N C E
Florian Quintard
Pinsent Masons
Paris

H O N G  K O N G
S A R
Alvin Ho
Pinsent Masons
Hong Kong

Joyce Leung
Hogan Lovells
Hong Kong

N E T H E R L A N D S
Sander van den Boogaart
Houthoff
Rotterdam

P E R U
Miguel Delgado Ramos
Osterling Abogados
Lima

P O L A N D
Michal Bork
CMS Cameron McKenna Nabarro
Olswang Pośniak i Bejm
Warsaw

S O U T H  K O R E A
Ara Cho
Peter & Kim
Seoul

U N I T E D  A R A B
E M I R AT E S
Peter Anagnostou
DLA Piper
Dubai

Suzannah Fairbairn
Dentons
Dubai

Anna Gee
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner
Abu Dhabi

U N I T E D
K I N G D O M
Edward Colclough
Fenwick Elliott
London

Rebecca Drake
39 Essex Chambers
London

Raeesa Rawal
Debevoise & Plimpton
London

U N I T E D  S TAT E S
Tray Batcher
Cotney
Tampa

Erin Luke
Thompson Hine
Cleveland

Antoine K F Smiley
Reed Smith
Houston/London

Benjamin L Williams
Cozen O’Connor
Washington DC
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Marcel Jakob is a Senior Associate in Schellenberg Wittmer’s Mergers
& Acquisitions Group in Zurich. He focuses on private domestic and
cross-border M&A transactions, including asset deals and real estate
transactions. Marcel’s expertise encompasses transactions involving
private equity, highly regulated businesses, such as financial
institutions and life science companies, as well as technology and
intellectual property driven business models.

Marcel regularly acts as counsel in financing rounds and exits by
venture-capital-backed companies, representing both investors and
entrepreneurs, and assists businesses in structuring employee incentive
schemes. In addition, as a member of a specialised Swiss-wide working
group, he contributes to the further development of the Swiss model
documentation for venture capital investments.

Marcel holds a Master of Arts in Law from the University of St Gallen
(HSG) and graduated in 2017 with a Master of Laws (LL.M.) from
University of Chicago Law School.

Prior to joining Schellenberg Wittmer, Marcel Jakob gained experience
in another business law firm, at a district court, in the tax department
of an international advisory firm, in a startup company as well as in the
legal department of a securities dealer in Zurich.

Marcel Jakob
Schellenberg Wittmer
Löwenstrasse 19
PO Box 2201
8021 Zurich
Switzerland
Tel: (41) 44 215 5252
Email: marcel.jakob@swlegal.ch
Website: www.swlegal.ch

S W I T Z E R L A N D

Rosalia Martinez Rial is an M&A associate in White & Case’s New York
office and is focused primarily on merger and acquisition transactions.

Rosalia has extensive experience advising both public and private
clients in connection with domestic and cross-border mergers and
acquisitions.

Rosalia has significant experience in Latin America. Prior to joining
White & Case, Rosalia was an associate at a leading Argentinian firm,
where she practiced in a range of areas including mergers and
acquisitions and antitrust matters covering a broad range of industries.

Rosalia is listed in “The Best Lawyers in America: Ones to Watch” for
Mergers and Acquisitions by Best Lawyers (2021). She is also listed as a
“Rising Star” for M&A in the United States by Euromoney (2021).

Rosalia received Abogada from Universidad Torcuato Di Tella; and
Master of Laws from Fordham University School of Law

Recent matters include the representation of: 

• CVC Capital Partners in numerous transactions, including (i) the
acquisition of Vitech Systems Group, a leading provider of cloud-
based financial administration solutions; (ii) its investment in a
limited liability company formed to create, acquire and invest in
enterprises in the sports, media, entertainment, technology and
lifestyle industries; and (iii) its US$1.425 billion acquisition of
beauty and personal care products company PDC Brands from
Yellow Wood Partners.

• Antin Infrastructure Partners in the US$1.25 billion acquisition of
Veolia Group’s district energy assets in the United States, which
comprises steam, hot and chilled water and electricity production
plants, including cogeneration plants, and 13 networks in ten US
cities.

• Macquarie Infrastructure Corporation in its sale of Bayonne
Energy Center, a power generation facility in Bayonne, New Jersey.

• Harvest Partners in an investment in MRI Software, a leading
provider of real estate management software solutions globally.

Rosalia Martinez Rial
White & Case LLP
1221 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10020
US
Tel: (1) 212 819 2517
Email: rosalia.martinezrial@whitecase.com 
Website: www.whitecase.com

U N I T E D  S TAT E S
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Jessie Baxter is counsel in White & Case’s Global M&A practice group.
Jessie focuses on the representation of corporate clients, private equity
firms and their portfolio companies, in connection with domestic and
global mergers, acquisitions and equity investments in a broad range
of industries. She also provides general corporate and corporate
governance advice.

Jessie’s practice focuses on White & Case’s Portfolio Company offering
in New York, which provides ongoing support to financial sponsors
and their portfolio companies on all aspects of their capital structures
and other strategic matters.

Jessie was previously listed as a “Rising Star” for Private Equity by both
IFLR and Euromoney in 2021.

Jessie received her BS from Boston College; and JD from the University
of San Diego.

Recent matters include the representation of: 

• Investcorp Inc. in its acquisition of Multivision, LLC, an IT
solutions and training provider.

• Harvest Partners in its acquisition of Material Handling Services,
the largest US provider of brand-independent fleet management
and asset management services to retail, manufacturing,
distribution, healthcare and hospitality companies.

• Anthem, Inc., one of the nation’s largest health benefits companies,
in its recently terminated US$54.2 billion agreement to acquire
Cigna Corporation, a combination that garnered front-page
coverage for over 2 years and involved extensive coordination of a
White & Case team of cross-practice lawyers in M&A, antitrust,
litigation and bank finance.

• Regal Beloit Corporation (NYSE: RBC), a leading global
manufacturer of electric motors, mechanical and electrical motion
controls and power generation products, in its US$1.44 billion
acquisition of the Power Transmissions Solutions business of
Emerson Electric Co. (NYSE: EMR).

• Hess Corporation in the US$850 million disposition of its US East
Coast and St. Lucia terminal network to Buckeye Partners; and in
the sale of its business of providing fuel oil and gasoline to
commercial and industrial end users to Sprague Operating
Resources LLC.

• Hovensa L.L.C., a US Virgin Islands company and a joint venture
formed by Hess Corp. and Petróleos de Venezuela, in the sale of
substantially all of its petroleum terminalling assets pursuant to
Sections 363 and 365 of the Bankruptcy Code, to a subsidiary of
ArcLight Capital Partners, LLC.

Jessie I Baxter
White & Case LLP
1221 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10020
US
Tel: (1) 212 819 8381
Email: jbaxter@whitecase.com 
Website: www.whitecase.com

U N I T E D  S TAT E S

Mr Cieply is a partner in White & Case’s Mergers & Acquisitions
practice group. Adam represents domestic and international buyers
and sellers in private and public domestic, cross-border and global
mergers and acquisitions, restructurings, joint ventures and private
investments in a broad range of industries. Adam also has broad
experience advising distressed companies and holders of distressed
debt on corporate restructurings, equity raises and distressed M&A
transactions, whether in-court or out-of-court.

Prior to joining White & Case, Adam practiced corporate law, focusing
on public and private mergers and acquisitions and securities law, at a
major Canadian law firm, working in both their Montreal, Canada and
London, UK offices.

Adam is listed as a “Rising Star” for M&A in the United States by
Euromoney (2020). He is also a recipient of a “40 under 40 Emerging
Leaders Award” by The M&A Advisor (2019).

Adam received his BCL/LLB from McGill University.

Recent matters include the representation of: 

• Hertz Global Holdings, Inc. in connection with the reorganization
and recapitalization of the Company through a combination of the
issuance of new debt and equity capital in the context of the
Company’s Chapter 11 proceedings. The transaction, sponsored by
an investor group led by Knighthead Capital Management LLC,
Certares Opportunities LLC and Apollo Capital Management, LP
raised approximately US$7.216 billion in cash proceeds with an
implied total enterprise value of approximately US$6.929 billion.
Prior to that he advised Hertz on the US$825 million sale of the
vehicle leasing and fleet management solutions businesses operated
by its wholly owned subsidiary, Donlen Corp., to an affiliate of
Athene Holding Ltd., a leading financial services company,
pursuant to Sections 105, 363 and 365 of the Bankruptcy Code.

• Sempra Energy (NYSE: SRE) a Fortune 500 energy services holding
company, in its US$3.37 billion sale of a non-controlling 20 percent
interest in its new energy infrastructure business platform, Sempra
Infrastructure Partners, to KKR. This transaction values Sempra
Infrastructure Partners at approximately US$25.2 billion. 

• Brookfield in (i) its 50/50 joint venture with Digital Realty focused
on the development, ownership and operation of institutional
quality data centers in India, (ii) its 50 percent partnership with
Digital Realty Trust in the US$1.8 billion acquisition of Ascenty, a
leading data center provider in Brazil, (iii) its C$4.3 billion
acquisition of Enercare Inc., one of North America’s largest home
and commercial services companies, and (iv) its bid to acquire Inter
Pipeline Ltd., a Canadian company publicly traded on the Toronto
Stock Exchange, for an implied value of CAD$13.5 billion.

Adam Cieply
White & Case LLP 
1221 Avenue of the Americas,
New York, NY 10020-1095
US
Tel: (1) 212 819 8514 
Emsail: adam.cieply@whitecase.com
Website: www.whitecase.com

U N I T E D  S TAT E S
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Erin Hanson is a partner in the Technology Transactions Practice,
within White & Case’s Global Mergers & Acquisitions Group and
Global Intellectual Property Group. She is also a member of White &
Case’s Global Technology Industry Core Group.

Erin is a transactional attorney, specializing in intellectual property
(“IP”) and technology transactions and counseling. Erin offers clients
legal and commercial advice across the spectrum of standalone IP and
technology transactions, including all aspects of IP and technology
licensing, development and joint-development agreements, evaluation
and testing agreements, strategic alliances, distribution, outsourcing,
cloud and “as-a-service” arrangements. Erin also advises on the IP and
technology aspects of M&A, private equity and other corporate
transactions, including acquisitions, divestments, carve-outs, and joint
ventures. Her work includes representing both strategic and financial
clients, across a number of industries, including social media, software,
hardware, telecommunications, clean-tech, data and analytics, digital
health and financial services, in matters relating to a wide variety of
technologies such as e-commerce, platform technologies, artificial
intelligence, big data, autonomous driving, and the internet of things.

Erin has gained valuable experience working on secondment at a
global technology company. Her clients also benefit from her strong
international experience, having practiced in both Australia and the
United States.

Erin was recently named “Up & Coming” Lawyer for Technology &
Outsourcing in New York by Chambers USA, 2021. Erin is also listed
as a “Rising Star” for Mergers & Acquisitions by The Deal (2020), IFLR
(2020) and Euromoney (2021). She is listed as a “Recognized
Individual” by Intellectual Asset Management (IAM) Patent 1000
(2020) and is a recipient of a “40 under 40 Emerging Leaders Award”
by The M&A Advisor (2019).

Erin received her BA and LLB from University of Queensland.

Recent matters include the representation of: 

• Facebook in connection with various intellectual property, product,
content, and technology transactions. She also advised Facebook in
connection with its new Portal devices and service.

• ION Acquisition Corp 1 Ltd. (NYSE: IACA), a SPAC, in its US$2.6
billion business combination with Taboola.com Ltd., a global leader
in powering recommendations for the open web. 

• Falcon Capital Acquisition Corp. (NASDAQ: FCAC), a SPAC, in its
US$3.9 billion business combination with Sharecare, Inc., a digital
health company based in Georgia.

• Harvest Partners in an investment in MRI Software, a leading
provider of real estate management software solutions globally.

Erin Hanson
White & Case LLP
1221 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10020
US
Tel: (1) 212 819 2516
Email: erin.hanson@whitecase.com
Website: www.whitecase.com

U N I T E D  S TAT E S

Morgan is a partner in the Mergers & Acquisitions Group in the Firm’s
Houston office. Her practice consists of a wide range of both domestic
and international corporate and transactional matters, including
mergers and acquisitions, private equity investments, MLP
dropdowns, joint ventures and company formations. She also advises
clients on corporate governance matters and deal structures relating to
acquisitions, divestitures and exit strategies. Morgan has experience
representing both public and private companies, as well as conflicts
committees, in a variety of industries, including oil and gas and other
natural resources, solar energy, entertainment and financial services.

Morgan was named to The Deal’s “Top Rising Stars” for Mergers &
Acquisitions in 2021. She is listed as a “Rising Star” for Mergers &
Acquisitions in the United States by Euromoney (2020).

Morgan received her BS from The Wharton School, University of
Pennsylvania, cum laude; and JD from University of Harvard
University.

Recent matters include the representation of: 

• IFM Investors, in its US$10.3 billion take private of Buckeye
Partners, L.P. (NYSE: BPL), which owns and operates a diversified
global network of pipeline assets and midstream logistics solutions.

• REE Automotive Ltd., an electric-vehicle technology startup based
in Israel, in its US$3.6 billion go-public acquisition by 10X Capital
Venture Acquisition Corp. (NASDAQ: VCVCU), a SPAC.

• Macquarie Infrastructure Corporation in its US$2.685 billion sale
of International-Matex Tank Terminals, a bulk liquid terminals
business, to Riverstone Holdings LLC.

• Korea Hydro & Nuclear Power Co., Ltd., Alpha Asset Management,
Sprott Korea Investment, Hana Financial Investment and Korea
Investment & Securities, as a consortium, in its US$1.5 billion
acquisition of a 49.9 percent stake in a wind farm portfolio from
Brookfield Renewable and Invenergy LLC.

• Azelis Americas, LLC in its acquisition of Vigon International, Inc.,
a leading US specialty distributor and manufacturer of ingredients
for the flavors, fragrances and cosmetics market segments.

• Sixth Street Partners in a US$402 million overriding royalty interest
acquisition and joint venture with Antero Resources Corporation.

Morgan Hollins
White & Case LLP
609 Main Street, Suite 2900
Houston, Texas 77002
US
Tel: (1) 713 496 9722
Email: morgan.hollins@whitecase.com 
Website: www.whitecase.com

U N I T E D  S TAT E S
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Emily D Johnson is a partner in Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz’s
Restructuring and Finance Department.  She represents borrowers and
issuers in all financing aspects of complex corporate transactions,
including mergers, acquisitions, divestitures and spin-offs.  Her
experience includes both the investment grade and leveraged markets,
as well as bank financings and capital markets transactions.  Emily also
advises buyers, sellers, investors and creditors in distressed
acquisitions, divestitures and restructurings.

Johnson received a B.A. with highest distinction from the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where she was a Morehead Scholar and
a member of Phi Beta Kappa.  She completed her J.D. magna cum laude
at Duke University School of Law, where she was an Allen G. Siegel
Scholar and a member of the Order of the Coif.  At Duke, she was
awarded the Faculty Prize in Business Organizations and Finance and
served as an articles editor for the Duke Law Journal.

Emily actively participates in the community and has a vibrant pro
bono practice.  She represents clients in family law and domestic
violence-related immigration matters in partnership with Her Justice,
an organization that provides free legal services to low-income women
in New York City.  She also serves as pro bono counsel for the
Partnership Fund for New York City as it invests in for-profit and non-
profit ventures that create jobs in underserved and diverse
communities.  Emily is a Lecturer in Law at Columbia Law School and
regularly guest lectures at Duke University School of Law.  She is a
David Rockefeller Fellow for the Partnership for New York City and
Leadership Counsel on Legal Diversity Fellow.

Emily is admitted to practice in the State of New York and the
Southern District of New York.  She was named a New York Law Journal
2019 Rising Star and also has been named a “Rising Star” in the New
York metropolitan area by Super Lawyers each year from 2013 to 2019.

Emily D Johnson
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
51 West 52nd Street
New York, NY 10019
US
Tel: (1) 212 403 1308
Email: EDJohnson@wlrk.com
Website: www.wlrk.com

U N I T E D  S TAT E S

Luke Laumann is a partner in White & Case’s Global M&A practice.
Luke represents domestic and international buyers and sellers in
private and public domestic and cross-border mergers and
acquisitions, joint ventures and private investments in a broad range of
industries.

Luke has previously been recognized as a Rising Star in Euromoney’s
Expert Guide for Private Equity. He was also named to The M&A
Advisor’s list of “40 under 40 Emerging Leaders” for M&A.

Luke received his BA from American University of Paris, summa cum
laude; and JD from University of Virginia School of Law.

Recent matters include the representation of: 

• IFM Investors, in its US$10.3 billion take private of Buckeye
Partners, L.P. (NYSE: BPL), which owns and operates a diversified
global network of pipeline assets and midstream logistics solutions.

• Macquarie Infrastructure Partners in the US$2.9 billion acquisition
of Cincinnati Bell (NYSE: CBB); and in the US$1.2 billion sale of
WCA Waste Corporation to GFL Environmental Inc.

• Quad-C Management, Inc. in its US$1.2 billion sale of AIT
Worldwide Logistics Holdings, Inc., a leading global provider of
transportation and logistics solutions, to The Jordan Company.

• Harvest Partners in its sale of Neighborly, a holding company of 21
service brands focused on repairing, maintaining and enhancing
consumers’ homes and businesses via various online platforms, to
KKR. 

• PRO Unlimited Global Solutions Inc., a leader in contingent
workforce management solutions and jointly held portfolio
company of Harvest Partners and Investcorp International, Inc., in
its sale to EQT.

• Toys “R” Us on WHP Global’s significant minority investment in
and strategic partnership with TRU Kids Parent LLC, parent
company to the Toys “R” Us, Babies “R” Us, Geoffrey the Giraffe
brands and more than 20 established related consumer toy and
baby brands. 

• Macquarie Infrastructure Corporation (NYSE: MIC) in the US$514
million sale of the MIC Hawaii businesses, a regulated gas utility
and unregulated propane distributor, to an affiliate of Argo
Infrastructure Partners LP.

Luke E Laumann
White & Case LLP
1221 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10020
US
Tel: (1) 212 819 8451
Email: llaumann@whitecase.com 
Website: www.whitecase.com

U N I T E D  S TAT E S
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Frank Lupinacci is a partner in White & Case’s Global M&A practice.
Frank’s practice focuses on the representation of domestic and non-US
private equity funds and corporate clients in connection with domestic
and global acquisitions, leveraged buyouts, dispositions, and equity
investments in a broad range of industries, in both competitive
processes and bilateral negotiations. He also provides general
corporate and governance advice.

Frank has previously been recognized as a Rising Star in Euromoney’s
Expert Guide for M&A and Private Equity. He was also named to The
M&A Advisor’s list of “40 under 40 Emerging Leaders” for M&A.

Frank received his BS from Rutgers University, cum laude; and JD from
Seton Hall University School of Law, magna cum laude.

Recent matters include the representation of: 

• Saudi Aramco in its US$69.1 billion acquisition of a 70% stake in
Saudi Basic Industries Corporation (SABIC) from the Public
Investment Fund (PIF).

• Fusion Acquisition Corp. (NYSE: FUSE), a SPAC, in its US$2.2
billion business combination with MoneyLion Inc., America’s
leading digital financial platform.

• Quad-C Management, Inc. in its US$1.2 billion sale of AIT
Worldwide Logistics Holdings, Inc., a leading global provider of
transportation and logistics solutions, to The Jordan Company.

• Roark Capital Group and its portfolio company Arby’s Restaurant
Group, in Arby’s US$2.9 billion acquisition of Buffalo Wild Wings,
Inc. (NASD: BWLD); and Roark Capital Group and Inspire Brands,
Inc., in Inspire Brands’ US$2.3 billion acquisition of Sonic. Corp.
(NASD: SONC), a drive-in fast food restaurant chain based in
Oklahoma.

• Pernod Ricard SA, the world’s second-largest distiller, in its
acquisition of Rabbit Hole Spirits, LLC, a US premium bourbon
brand; and in its acquisition of Firestone & Robertson Distilling,
owner of the TX brand, a leading private equity backed whiskey
brand headquartered in Fort Worth, Texas.

• Avon Rubber p.l.c. (LON: AVON), an innovative technology group,
specializing in chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear and
respiratory protection systems, on its strategic acquisition of 3M’s
ballistic-protection business in the US and the rights to the
Ceradyne brand.

• PRO Unlimited, a Harvest Partners portfolio company, in its
acquisition of PeopleTicker, a leading independent compensation
software company. 

Frank Lupinacci
White & Case LLP
1221 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10020
US
Tel: (1) 212 819 8984
Email: flupinacci@whitecase.com 
Website: www.whitecase.com

U N I T E D  S TAT E S

Raaj S Narayan is a Partner at Wachtell Lipton in the Corporate
Department.  He focuses on mergers and acquisitions, capital markets
transactions, takeover and shareholder activism defense and corporate
governance matters.  He represents public and private companies and
private equity funds on a wide range of domestic and cross-border
mergers, acquisitions, divestitures, spinoffs, investments, joint
ventures, initial public offerings and other securities offerings.  Based
in Silicon Valley, he represents companies and investors across
industries, with a substantial portion of his practice involving
technology, fintech and financial services companies.  Mr Narayan was
named a Rising Star by Law 360, Expert Guides and Euromoney.

Mr Narayan received a B.A. cum laude from Yale University and a J.D.
from Stanford Law School, where he was a member of the Stanford Law
Review and the Stanford Law & Policy Review.

He is a member of the New York State Bar Association and the State
Bar of California.

Raaj S Narayan
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
51 West 52nd Street
New York, NY 10019
US
Tel: (1) 212 403 1349
Email: RSNarayan@wlrk.com
Website: www.wlrk.com

U N I T E D  S TAT E S
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John L Robinson is a partner at Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz. He
focuses on mergers and acquisitions, corporate governance and
general corporate and securities matters. John’s practice includes a
wide range of matters, including cross-border and domestic
acquisitions and divestitures, joint ventures, carve-outs and private
equity transactions. He also advises companies on takeover defense
and in responding to shareholder activism and proxy contests.

Mr Robinson received his A.B. in economics summa cum laude from
Dartmouth College, where he was a Rufus Choate Scholar. He received
his J.D. with distinction from Stanford Law School, where he was a
senior editor of the Stanford Law Review and a member of the Stanford
Journal of Law, Business and Finance.

Prior to law school, John worked as an associate consultant at the
business strategy consulting firm L.E.K. Consulting LLP, in its Boston
and Paris offices.

John L Robinson
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
51 West 52nd Street
New York  10019
US
Tel: (1) 212 403 1056
Email: JLRobinson@wlrk.com
Website: www.wlrk.com

U N I T E D  S TAT E S

Kristen Rohr is a partner in the Mergers and Acquisitions Practice
Group, and is resident in the New York office. Ms Rohr focuses on the
representation of corporate clients and private equity funds in
connection with domestic and global mergers, acquisitions and equity
investments in a broad range of industries.

Kristen was named to The Deal’s “Top Rising Stars” for Mergers &
Acquisitions in 2021. She is also listed as a “Rising Star” for M&A in the
United States by Euromoney (2021).

Kristen received her BA from McGill University; and her JD/MBA
from University of Toronto.

Recent matters include the representation of: 

• Newmont Mining Corporation (NYSE: NEM), a gold and copper
producer based in the United States with operations worldwide, in
its US$10 billion acquisition of Goldcorp Inc. (NYSE: GG, TSX: G),
a Canadian senior gold producer.

• Altria Group, Inc. in its US$1.2 billion sale by its subsidiary, UST
LLC, of its Ste. Michelle Wine Estates (Ste. Michelle) business to
Sycamore Partners Management, L.P. 

• ION Acquisition Corp 1 Ltd. (NYSE: IACA), a SPAC, in its US$2.6
billion business combination with Taboola.com Ltd., an Israeli
private company and a global leader in powering recommendations
for the open web.

• Diamond S Shipping Inc., one of the largest publicly listed owners
and operators of crude and product tankers, in its US$2 billion
merger with International Seaways, Inc., one of the largest tanker
companies worldwide providing energy transportation services for
crude oil and petroleum products.

• NTT DATA, Inc., a recognized leader in global information
technology services, in its acquisition of Nexient, LLC, a US-based
software services firm.

• Roark Capital Group and Inspire Brands, Inc., a global multi-brand
restaurant company, in the acquisition of Jimmy John’s LLC, a fast
food sandwich restaurant chain.

• Seaspan Corporation (NYSE: SSW), the world’s largest
independent containership owner-operator, in its acquisition of the
remaining 89% of Greater China Intermodal Investments LLC it
did not previously own from affiliates of The Carlyle Group and
other minority owners at an implied enterprise value of US$1.6
billion.

Kristen Rohr
White & Case LLP
1221 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10020
US
Tel: (1) 212 819 7596
Email: kristen.rohr@whitecase.com
Website: www.whitecase.com

U N I T E D  S TAT E S
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Neeta Sahadev is an M&A associate based in our Silicon Valley office.
She represents domestic and international clients in a wide range of
corporate transactions, including private, cross-border and global
mergers and acquisitions, and private investments in a broad range of
industries, with a particular focus on the technology industry.

Prior to joining White & Case, Neeta practiced as an M&A attorney in
the Toronto office of a global law firm.

Neeta is listed as a “Rising Star” for M&A in the United States by
Euromoney (2021).

Neeta received her BA from University of Toronto; and her JD,
Osgoode Hall Law School.

Recent matters include the representation of: 

• Intel Corporation in a series of acquisitions of technology
companies.

• Flying Eagle Acquisition Corp. (NYSE: FEAC), a SPAC, in its
US$4.3 billion business combination with Skillz Inc., a mobile-
gaming company based in California. 

• Ascendant Digital Acquisition Corp. (NYSE: ACND), a SPAC, in its
US$3 billion business combination with Beacon Street Group, LLC,
a leading multi-brand digital subscription service platform that
provides premium financial research, software, education and tools
for self-directed investors.

• dMY Technology Group, Inc. II (NYSE: DMYD), a SPAC, in its
US$1.68 billion business combination with UK-based Genius
Sports Group.

• AutoLotto, Inc., a leading platform to play the lottery online, in its
US$526 million business combination with Trident Acquisitions
Corp. (NASDAQ: TDACU, TDAC, TDACW), a SPAC. 

• Advance Stores Company, Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of
Advance Auto Parts, Inc. in its acquisition of the DieHard brand
from Transform Holdco LLC, a leading integrated retailer.

• Salesforce.org, the world’s leading CRM provider for social good
organizations, in its acquisition of roundCorner, a company
specializing in customer relationship management (CRM)
solutions for nonprofits, foundations and other social impact
sectors.

Neeta Sahadev
White & Case LLP
3000 El Camino Real
2 Palo Alto Square, Suite 900
Palo Alto, California 94306-2109
US
Tel: (1) 650 213 0325
Email: neeta.sahadev@whitecase.com
Website: www.whitecase.com

U N I T E D  S TAT E S

Suni Sreepada is a partner in the Mergers & Acquisitions Practice
Group, and is resident in the New York office. Suni focuses on the
representation of corporate clients and private equity funds in
connection with domestic and global mergers, acquisitions and equity
investments in a broad range of industries. She also provides general
corporate and corporate governance advice.

Suni was named to The Deal’s “Top Rising Stars” for Mergers &
Acquisitions in 2021. She is also listed as a “Rising Star” for M&A in the
United States by Euromoney (2020).

Suni received her JD from Fordham University School of Law.

Recent matters include the representation of: 

• Calpine Corporation (NYSE: CPN) in its US$17 billion sale to
Energy Capital Partners and a consortium of investors including
Access Industries and Canadian Pension Plan Investment Board.

• IFM Investors in its US$10.3 billion acquisition of Buckeye
Partners, L.P. (NYSE: BPL).

• A consortium composed of Brookfield Infrastructure and its
institutional partners and GIC on the US$8.4 billion acquisition of
Genesee & Wyoming Inc. (NYSE:GWR).

• Macquarie Infrastructure Corp. (NYSE: MIC) and its related
entities in the sale of three businesses, including (i) the US$4.475
billion sale of its Atlantic Aviation business to KKR; (ii) the
US$2.685 billion sale of International-Matex Tank Terminals to
Riverstone Holdings LLC.; and (iii) the US$514 million sale of the
MIC Hawaii businesses to Argo Infrastructure Partners, LP.

• LifePoint Health, Inc. (NASDAQ: LPNT) in its US$5.6 billion
merger with RCCH HealthCare Partners, which is owned by certain
funds managed by affiliates of Apollo Global Management, LLC
(NYSE: APO).

• Falcon Capital Acquisition Corp. (NASDAQ: FCAC), a SPAC, in its
US$3.9 billion business combination with Sharecare, Inc., a digital
health company based in Georgia.

• Roark Capital Group and its portfolio company Arby’s Restaurant
Group, in Arby’s US$2.9 billion acquisition of Buffalo Wild Wings,
Inc. (NASDAQ: BWLD).

• Roark Capital Group and Inspire Brands, Inc., owner of the Arby’s
and Buffalo Wild Wings restaurant chains, in Inspire Brands’
US$2.3 billion acquisition of Sonic Corp. (NASDAQ: SONC).

Suni Sreepada
White & Case LLP
1221 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10020-1095
US
Tel: (1) 212 819 8261
Email: suni.sreepada@whitecase.com
Website: www.whitecase.com

U N I T E D  S TAT E S



48 EXPERTGUIDES RISING STARS 

CORPORATE/M&A/PRIVATE EQUITY EXPERT LISTINGS

A R G E N T I N A
Santiago Pedro Balbi
Bruchou Fernández Madero & Lombardi
Buenos Aires

A U S T R A L I A
Malika Chandrasegaran
Herbert Smith Freehills
Sydney

Timothy Stutt
Herbert Smith Freehills
Sydney

B R A Z I L
Jana Araujo
Lefosse Advogados
São Paulo

Thomas B Ayres
Paul Hastings
São Paulo

Silvia Castro Cunha Zono
TozziniFreire Advogados
São Paulo

Marcelo Frazão
Tauil & Chequer Advogados
Rio de Janeiro

Maria Medeiros Bofill
TozziniFreirer Advogados
Porto Alegre

Fernando Silveira Carvalho
TozziniFreire Advogados
São Paulo

B U L G A R I A
Valentin Bojilov
Djingov Gouginski Kyutchukov &
Velichkov
Sofia

C A N A D A
Michael Hickey
Blake Cassels & Graydon
Toronto

Laura James
Bennett Jones
Vancouver

D E N M A R K
Martin Allan Christensen
Bech-Bruun
Copenhagen

E G Y P T
Omar Sherif
Shalakany Law Office
Cairo

F I N L A N D
Benjamin Bade
Castrén & Snellman
Helsinki

F R A N C E
Félicien Bardsley
Goodwin
Paris

Cyril Boulignat
Herbert Smith Freehills
Paris

Olivier Jouffroy
Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe
Paris

Paul Leroy
Hogan Lovells
Paris

Anne-Caroline Payelle
Allen & Overy
Paris

G E R M A N Y
Michael Albrecht vom kolke
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom
Frankfurt am Main/Munich

Johannes P Goossens
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom
Frankfurt am Main

Tobias Kahnert
Hogan Lovells
Munich

Alexander Koch
Hogan Lovells
Hamburg

Dominik Moser
Morrison & Foerster
Berlin

Alexander Stefan Rieger
Hogan Lovells
Frankfurt am Main

Florian Sippel
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
Munich

H O N G  K O N G
S A R
Andrew S Cohn
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom
Hong Kong

William Fong
White & Case
Hong Kong

Maureen Ho
Morrison & Foerster
Hong Kong

Danny Li
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
Hong Kong

H U N G A R Y
András Peisch
Dentons Réczicza Law Firm
Budapest

I S L E  O F  M A N
Garry Manley
Appleby
Douglas

I S R A E L
Erez Abu
Herzog Fox & Neeman
Tel Aviv
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N E T H E R L A N D S
Bram Caudri
Houthoff
Rotterdam

N O R WAY
Espen Furuholt
SANDS
Oslo

P E R U
Héctor Zegarra
Garrigues
Lima

P O L A N D
Slawomir Czerwinski
CMS Cameron McKenna Nabarro
Olswang Pośniak i Bejm
Warsaw

P O R T U G A L
Raquel Azevedo
PLMJ
Lisbon

João Bravo da Costa
Abreu Advogados
Lisbon

Teresa Madeira Afonso
PLMJ
Lisbon

Jorge Serrote
SLCM
Lisbon

Q ATA R
Zeina Al Nabih
Al Tamimi & Co
Doha

R O M A N I A
Ciprian Timofte
Tuca Zbârcea & Asociații
Bucharest

R U S S I A
Olga Ponomarenko
Latham & Watkins
Moscow

Anthony Walker
Rybalkin Gortsunyan & Partners
Moscow

S E R B I A
Vojimir Kurtic
Moravcevic Vojnovic and Partners
Belgrade

S W I T Z E R L A N D
Alexander Blaeser
Baker McKenzie
Zurich

Andrea Giger
Niederer Kraft Frey
Zurich

Andreas Hinsen
Loyens & Loeff
Zurich

Marcel Jakob See bio
Schellenberg Wittmer
Zurich

Andreas Müller
Homburger
Zurich

Deirdre Ní Annracháin
Niederer Kraft Frey
Zurich

Daniel Raun
Advestra
Zurich

Stefan Scherrer
BianchiSchwald
Zurich

Philippe Seiler
Bär & Karrer
Zurich

Mona Stephenson
Meyerlustenberger Lachenal Avocats
Geneva

U N I T E D  A R A B
E M I R AT E S
Gareth Dray
Clifford Chance
Dubai

Jack Hardman
Clifford Chance
Dubai

U N I T E D
K I N G D O M
Tom Bartram
Kirkland & Ellis
London

Katja Butler
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom
London

Aprajita Dhundia
Kirkland & Ellis
London

Eric Flaye
Conyers
London

Martyn Jones
Herbert Smith Freehills
London

Adam Runcorn
Sidley Austin
London

Michelle Tong
Goodwin
London

Christopher Winn
Dentons
London

Tamara Young
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
London

U N I T E D  S TAT E S
Jessie I Baxter See bio
White & Case
New York

Adam Cieply See bio
White & Case
New York
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Scott B Crofton
Sullivan & Cromwell
New York

Amanda Fenster
Weil Gotshal & Manges
New York

Matthew B Goodman
Sullivan & Cromwell
New York

Matthew A Greenberg
Vinson & Elkins
Houston

Erin Hanson See bio
White & Case
New York

Kyle A Harris
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton
New York

Uri Herzberg
Debevoise & Plimpton
New York

Jenny Hochenberg
Cravath Swaine & Moore
New York

Morgan U Hollins See bio
White & Case
Houston

Nicholas Jay Houpt
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld
Dallas

Emily D Johnson See bio
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
New York

Jacob A Kling
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
New York

Luke E Laumann See bio
White & Case
New York

Frank Lupinacci See bio
White & Case
New York

Rosalia Martinez Rial See bio
White & Case
New York

Christopher R Moore
Hogan Lovells
Menlo Park

Saee Muzumdar
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher
New York

Raaj S Narayan See bio
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
New York

Jakob Rendtorff
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
New York

John L Robinson See bio
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
New York

Matthew B Rogers
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
New York

Kristen Rohr See bio
White & Case
New York

Neeta Sahadev See bio
White & Case
Palo Alto

Brittany Sakowitz
Kirkland & Ellis
Houston

Suni Sreepada See bio
White & Case
New York

Ross Sturman
Cahill Gordon & Reindel
New York

Allison M Wein
Cravath Swaine & Moore
New York

V E N E Z U E L A
Diego Lepervanche
Mendoza Palacios Acedo Borjas Páez
Pumar & Cía
Caracas
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A U S T R A L I A
Jackson Allen
Allen & Overy
Perth

George Varma
Pinsent Masons
Perth

B R A Z I L
Filipe Morais Cunha
Pinheiro Neto Advogados
Belo Horizonte

C A N A D A
Peter Danner
Torys
Calgary

C H I L E
Alejandro Espejo
Philippi Prietocarrizosa Ferrero DU &
Uría
Santiago

Esteban Fresno
Carey
Santiago

G E R M A N Y
Jörg Meinzenbach
Hengeler Mueller
Düsseldorf

Daniel J Zimmer
Hengeler Mueller
Düsseldorf

H O N G  K O N G
S A R
Nicholas A Molan
Dechert
Hong Kong

I TA L Y
Valentina Canalini
Gatti Pavesi Bianchi Ludovici
Milan

Francesca Morra
Herbert Smith Freehills
Milan

M E X I C O
Carlos Maass-Porras
Baker McKenzie
Juárez

P E R U
Diana Briones
Rodrigo Elias & Medrano
Lima

P O R T U G A L
Joana Alves de Abreu
Morais Leitão
Lisbon

Rúben Brigolas
PLMJ
Lisbon

João Marques Mendes
PLMJ
Lisbon

R U S S I A
Alexandra Rotar
Morgan Lewis & Bockius
Moscow

S PA I N
David Antón
Hogan Lovells
Madrid

T U R K E Y
Ceren Su
BASEAK
Istanbul

U N I T E D
K I N G D O M
Nadine Amr
Vinson & Elkins
London

Nicholas Antonas
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld
London

Emily Barlass
King & Spalding
London

Simon Buchler
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner
London

Rob Butler
Baker Botts
London

Kilian de Cintré
Milbank
London

Quentin Robinson
Ashurst
London

U N I T E D  S TAT E S
Alan J Alexander
Vinson & Elkins
Houston

Stephen M Boone Jr
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld
Houston

Stephanie H Coco
Vinson & Elkins
Houston

William M Friedman
Davis Wright Tremaine
Washington DC

Louise Gibbons
Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe
San Francisco

Rocio Guadalupe Mendoza
Baker McKenzie
Houston

Danny Hatch
White & Case
Houston
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Stephen J Hug
Bracewell
Washington DC

Lindsey M Jaquillard
Kirkland & Ellis
Houston

Danielle Mangrum Patterson
Vinson & Elkins
Houston

Emilie J McNally
McGuireWoods
Richmond

Latif M Nurani
Spiegel & McDiarmid
Washington DC

Sam Porter
Norton Rose Fulbright
Austin/New York
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EXPERT LISTINGS ENVIRONMENT

C A N A D A
Michael Manhas
Norton Rose Fulbright
Vancouver

Patrick Welsh
Osler Hoskin & Harcourt
Toronto

F I N L A N D
Iikka Väänänen
Castrén & Snellman
Helsinki

P O R T U G A L
Madalena Bernardes Coelho
Abreu Advogados
Lisbon

S PA I N
Jesús Andrés Sedano
Uría Menéndez
Madrid

U N I T E D
K I N G D O M
Adam Hedley
Reed Smith
London

U N I T E D  S TAT E S
Kegan A Brown
Latham & Watkins
New York

Matthew Dobbins
Vinson & Elkins
Houston

Joel D Eagle
Thompson Hine
Cleveland

Jillian C Kirn
Greenberg Traurig
Philadelphia

Laura Mulry
White & Case
New York

Devin M O’Connor
Latham & Watkins
Washington DC

Margaret E Peloso
Vinson & Elkins
Washington DC/New York



EXPERTGUIDES
T H E  W O R L D ’ S  L E A D I N G  L A W Y E R S  C H O S E N  B Y  T H E I R  P E E R S   

I N S U R A N C E  A N D  R E I N S U R A N C E

56 EXPERTGUIDES RISING STARS 



RISING STARS EXPERTGUIDES 57

ATTORNEY BIOGRAPHIES INSURANCE AND REINSURANCE

David Méheut is a partner in the Paris office of Clyde & Co focusing
on insurance and reinsurance law as well as in international arbitration
and mediation.

His experience in insurance law covers in particular coverage,
monitoring and defence in matters of directors and officers liability,
political risks, reinsurance, professional liability (lawyers, accountants,
brokers, experts,...), art and species, engineering disputes, cyber-
attacks, new technologies, data security and fraud. As such, he has
acted for or advised on some of the major losses affecting the French
market, including the Erika oil spillage, the Libyan revolution,
reinsurance of 9/11, the Kerviel fraud, the LIBOR/EURIBOR/FOREX
manipulations, the Madoff fraud. He has particular experience in
handling cases in African countries operating under OHADA and
CIMA rules, principally in relation to onshore and offshore oil and gas
projects.

David has also developed an in-depth experience in international
arbitration, more particularly ICC arbitration, in which he handles
procedures both in French and in English. His commercial arbitration
practice goes beyond his main sphere of activity and encompasses
commercial litigation such as joint venture and distribution disputes.
He generally advises insurers/reinsurers, professionals, financial
institutions, industrial groups and energy companies.

He was admitted to the Paris Bar (CAPA) in 2004 after obtaining an
LLB in French and English law from King’s College London and La
Sorbonne, and a Master of Laws in EU law from the University of Paris
II Panthéon-Assas. His command of English and the legal concepts of
civil and common law allows him to be particularly efficient in
handling cases where both systems are involved.

David Méheut
Clyde & Co
134 Boulevard Haussmann
75008 Paris
France
Tel: (33) 1 44 43 89 85
Email: David.Meheut@clydeco.fr
Website: www.clydeco.com

F R A N C E
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B R A Z I L
Bárbara Bassani de Souza
TozziniFreirer Advogados
São Paulo

Eduardo Penna
CAL-Costa Albino & Lasalvia Advogados
Rio de Janeiro

C A N A D A
Melissa Prado
Torys
Toronto

Avi Sharabi
Stieber Berlach
Toronto

E S T O N I A
Marika Oksaar
Advokaadibüroo NOVE
Tallinn

F R A N C E
Luc Bigel
DLA Piper
Paris

Nicolas Bouckaert
Kennedys
Paris

Aurélie Garaudet
Hascoet & Associes
Paris

David Méheut See bio
Clyde & Co
Paris

G E R M A N Y
Jendrik Böhmer
BLD Bach Langheid Dallmayr
Cologne

Carsten Hösker
BLD Bach Langheid Dallmayr
Cologne

Sara Vanetta
White & Case
Berlin

I N D I A
Ashish Teni
Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas & Co
New Delhi

I R E L A N D
Ciara Jackson
Kennedys
Dublin

N E T H E R L A N D S
Merel van Asch
Loyens & Loeff
Rotterdam

Patrick R van der Vorst
VanNiekerkCieremans
Rotterdam

N O R WAY
Linn Kvade Rannekleiv
Arntzen de Besche
Oslo

P E R U
Alonso Barreda
Kennedys
Lima

Gabriel Loli León
Osterling Abogados
Lima

S PA I N
Felipe Vázquez
Hogan Lovells
Madrid

U N I T E D
K I N G D O M
Sam Tacey
Cooley
London

Alaina Wadsworth
CMS Cameron McKenna Nabarro
Olswang
London

U N I T E D  S TAT E S
Tamara D Bruno
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman
Houston

Peter A Halprin
Pasich
New York

Guyon H Knight
McDermott Will & Emery
New York

Jason B Lissy
Jones Day
New York

Anna K Milunas
Blank Rome
Los Angeles

Renita N Sharma
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan
New York
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INTERNATIONAL TRADE EXPERT LISTINGS

A R G E N T I N A
Andrea Carolina Callegari
Bruchou Fernández Madero & Lombardi
Buenos Aires

A U S T R A L I A
Alistair Bridges
Moulis Legal
Canberra

B E L G I U M
Yongqing Bao
Steptoe & Johnson
Brussels

Maria Krestiyanova
Dentons
Brussels

Eva Monard
Jones Day
Brussels

Nicoleta Tuominen
Dentons
Brussels

C A N A D A
Drew Tyler
Conlin Bedard
Vancouver

G E R M A N Y
Katja Göcke
GvW Graf von Westphalen
Hamburg

Florian Wolf
Blomstein
Berlin

I N D I A
Ambarish Sathianathan
Economic Laws Practice
Mumbai

U K R A I N E
Victoria Mykuliak
Sayenko Kharenko
Kyiv

U N I T E D  S TAT E S
Anne E Borkovic
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld
Washington DC

Sarah E Shulman
Cassidy Levy Kent
Washington DC

Dave Townsend
Dorsey & Whitney
Minneapolis/Washington DC
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INVESTMENT FUNDS ATTORNEY BIOGRAPHIES

Catriona is a partner in the Asset Management Department at
Matheson. She practices financial services law and advises many of the
world’s leading financial institutions, investment banks, asset
management companies and service providers carrying on business in
Ireland or through Irish vehicles.

Catriona has extensive experience advising a wide range of domestic
and international clients on the structuring, establishment, marketing
and sale of both UCITS and alternative investment funds in Ireland
across the full range of investment strategies and asset classes.

Catriona has completed secondments with two of the world’s largest
asset managers in both Dublin and London.  She was based in the
Matheson New York office for six months in 2018 / 2019 where she was
a key local resource for our US East Coast clients.  Catriona is a
member of the Irish Funds Events Working Group.  She is also sits on
the Dublin Chapter leadership committee for global industry group,
Women in ETFs and was responsible for running its EMEA mentoring
scheme during 2018 / 2019. Catriona has lectured at the Summer Law
School on Corporate and Finance Law with the European Law
Students Association (ELSA) at Trinity College Dublin.

Catriona is also a member of the firm’s Mindful Business Charter
committee.

Catriona’s experience includes advising on: 

• The establishment of alternative investor funds, including multi-
jurisdiction master-feeder structures, funds of funds, private equity
funds, loan origination funds and credit funds.

• The establishment of UCITS, ranging from plain vanilla long-only
equity funds, bond funds, multi-asset funds, UCITS focused on
China A share exposure through to complex and alternative UCITS
strategies.

• The implementation of the Sustainable Finance Disclosure
Regulations and Taxonomy Regulation and related ESG matters in
investment funds.

• Irish Shariah investment funds.
• The establishment of major ETF platforms, including smart beta

and active ETFs.
• The cross-border mergers of Irish and Luxembourg UCITS.
• Obtaining regulatory approval for non-EU domiciled investment

managers to act for Irish funds.
• Engagement with the Central Bank on thematic inspection reviews. 
• New management company and “SuperManCo” authorisations in

Ireland.

Catriona Cole
Matheson
70 Sir John Rogerson’s Quay
Dublin 2
Ireland
Tel: (353) 1 232 2458
Email: catriona.cole@matheson.com
Website: www.matheson.com

I R E L A N D
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A U S T R A L I A
Pooja Anantha
Ashurst
Sydney

F R A N C E
Marie Préat
Clifford Chance
Paris

H O N G  K O N G
S A R
Anson Chan
K&L Gates
Hong Kong

Jennifer Feng
Kirkland & Ellis
Hong Kong

Joy Lam
Sidley Austin
Hong Kong

Tiffany Toh
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
Hong Kong

I R E L A N D
Laura Butler
A&L Goodbody
Dublin

Catriona Cole See bio
Matheson
Dublin

Kerill O’Shaughnessy
A&L Goodbody
Dublin

N E T H E R L A N D S
Tim de Wit
Finnius
Amsterdam

S I N G A P O R E
Reina Chua
Sidley Austin
Singapore

Zixiang Sun
Simmons & Simmons
Singapore

U N I T E D  A R A B
E M I R AT E S
Carolyn J D Abram
Morgan Lewis & Bockius
Dubai

Macky O’Sullivan
King & Spalding
Dubai

James R Stull
King & Spalding
Dubai

U N I T E D
K I N G D O M
Hamish Annandale
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld
London

Claire Bentley
Dechert
London

James Board
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
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Robert Nield
Sidley Austin
London

Chris Poon
Sidley Austin
London
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Schulte Roth & Zabel
London

U N I T E D  S TAT E S
Daniel J Blumenthal
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New York

Stephanie A Capistrom
Dechert
Boston

Crystal L Frierson
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
Washington DC

Maurice R Gindi
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton
New York
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Kirkland & Ellis
New York

Cassie Kimmelman
Weil Gotshal & Manges
New York
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Schulte Roth & Zabel
New York
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Matias Nahuel Fuse
Bruchou Fernández Madero & Lombardi
Buenos Aires

B R A Z I L
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Motta Fernandes Advogados
São Paulo
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Tauil & Chequer Advogados
São Paulo
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TozziniFreire Advogados
São Paulo
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G E R M A N Y
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I R E L A N D
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Tel Aviv
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Baker McKenzie
Amsterdam
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Singapore
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Baker McKenzie
Stockholm

S W I T Z E R L A N D
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Bird & Bird
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Hogan Lovells
Brussels
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Sidley Austin
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Koen T’Syen
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TozziniFreire Advogados
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Allen & Overy
Düsseldorf
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A&L Goodbody
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Axon Lawyers
Amsterdam

P O L A N D
Agnieszka Majka
NGL Legal
Warsaw

Agnieszka Sztoldman
Taylor Wessing
Warsaw

P O R T U G A L
Eliana Bernardo
PLMJ
Lisbon

Pedro Fontes
VdA Vieira de Almeida
Lisbon

R O M A N I A
Mateea Predescu
Muşat & Asociaţii
Bucharest

S E R B I A
Nikola Stojiljkovic
Kinstellar
Belgrade

S O U T H  A F R I C A
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Spoor & Fisher
Pretoria
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Janine Reudt-Demont
Niederer Kraft Frey
Zurich

T U R K E Y
Dicle Dogan
Gün + Partners
Istanbul

U N I T E D
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Allen & Overy
London

Magdalena Bakowska
Hogan Lovells
London

Steven Baldwin
Kirkland & Ellis
London
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London
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London
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Kennedys
London

Tom Edwards
Allen & Overy
London

Daniel Lim
Kirkland & Ellis
London

Rachel Mumby
Bristows
London

Jin Ooi
Kirkland & Ellis
London

Toby Sears
Allen & Overy
London

Louise Strom
Arnold & Porter
London

Ewan Townsend
Arnold & Porter
London

Andrew Wells
Herbert Smith Freehills
London
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Boston
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Arnold & Porter
New York
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Leydig Voit & Mayer
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Louis Burrus is a Partner in Schellenberg Wittmer’s Geneva office,
where he co-heads the Dispute Resolution Group. He specialises in
domestic and international commercial litigation, in particular in
banking and financial disputes. He has extensive experience in
conducting cross-border corporate internal investigations, including
white-collar matters, and regularly represents companies and
individuals before Swiss and foreign authorities. Louis is known for his
strong expertise in enforcing foreign decisions and obtaining freezing
injunctions and interim reliefs.

Louis also conducts and leads investigations in various other fields
such as sports and global commodity trading in regards to cases
involving bribery and corruption, sanctions violations or money
laundering.

Louis’s expertise in litigation includes: acting as lead counsel to an
international private banking group on all litigation aspects related to
an acquisition of another large bank; representation of a large
transport company before the Swiss courts in the context of several
court litigations initiated by a former shareholder and assistance to a
large international bank in the context of a large on-going litigation
before the courts of the Southern District of New York (SDNY).

Louis has a strong and unique expertise and understanding of the use
of technology in litigation matters (in particular e-discovery, analytics
tools, predictive coding, etc.) which is a huge added value to many of
his banking litigation and investigation cases.

Louis has been a partner at Schellenberg Wittmer since 2016. In 2014-
2015, he worked in the global White-Collar Crime & Corporate
Investigations practice of elite firm Quinn Emanuel Urquhart &
Sullivan, LLP in London.

Louis is a board advisory member of the Swiss LegalTech Association.
Since 2019 Louis also serves as co-chair of the Diversity & Inclusion
commission of the Geneva Bar Association.

Louis Burrus 
Schellenberg Wittmer
15bis, rue des Alpes
PO Box 2088
1211 Geneva
Switzerland
Tel: (41) 22 707 8000
Email: louis.burrus@swlegal.ch
Website: www.swlegal.ch

S W I T Z E R L A N D
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Paula Caraffa Morando
Ojam Bullrich Flanzbaum
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Pilar Lodewyckx Hardy
Beccar Varela
Buenos Aires

B R A Z I L
Thais Arza Monteiro
Mattos Filho
São Paulo

C A N A D A
Myriam Brixi
Lavery Lawyers
Montréal

Chris Semerjian
Fasken Martineau DuMoulin
Montréal

C H I L E
Antonio Rubilar
Albagli Zaliasnik
Santiago

F I N L A N D
Ilona Karppinen
Castrén & Snellman
Helsinki

F R A N C E
Alexandre Bisch
Debevoise & Plimpton
Paris

Delphine Dendievel
Apostrophe Avocats
Paris

Lisa Janaszewicz
Bougartchev Moyne Associés
Paris

Julie Metois
Allen & Overy
Paris

G E R M A N Y
Alena McCorkle
Latham & Watkins
Frankfurt am Main

Nicolas Nohlen
Ashurst
Frankfurt am Main

H O N G  K O N G
S A R
Anita Fong
Norton Rose Fulbright
Hong Kong

I R E L A N D
Sarah Murphy
A&L Goodbody
Dublin

Ciarán Ó Conluain
A&L Goodbody
Dublin

I S R A E L
Elad Offek
Avraham Lalum & Co
Tel Aviv

J A PA N
Yuka Teraguchi
Morrison & Foerster
Tokyo

M E X I C O
Jorge M Lanz Santamaria
Ramirez Ornelas Abogados
Mexico City

Pablo Ramirez Blumenkron
Ramirez Ornelas Abogados
Mexico City

N E W  Z E A L A N D
Brigette Shone
Russell McVeagh
Auckland

PA N A M A
Joelis Araúz Ospino
Alfaro Ferrer & Ramirez
Panama City

Melquisedec Sánchez Espinosa
Evans Group
Panama City

P O R T U G A L
Diogo Castanheira Pereira
CMS Rui Pena & Arnaut
Lisbon

Carla Góis Coelho
PLMJ
Lisbon

R O M A N I A
Dan Cristea
Tuca Zbârcea & Asociații
Bucharest

S I N G A P O R E
Meryl Koh
Drew & Napier
Singapore

S W I T Z E R L A N D
Roman Baechler
Homburger
Zurich

Louis Burrus See bio
Schellenberg Wittmer
Geneva

David Cuendet
Walder Wyss
Zurich

Daniela Frenkel
Pestalozzi
Zurich

Aylin Güney King
Bonnard Lawson
Geneva

Jonas Oggier
Niedermann Rechtsanwälte
Zurich
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Tanja Schmidt
Lenz & Staehelin
Geneva

Léonard Stoyanov
Meyerlustenberger Lachenal Avocats
Geneva

Cyrill Süess
BianchiSchwald
Zurich

T U R K E Y
Onur Çeliker
Paksoy
Istanbul

U N I T E D
K I N G D O M
Cécile Burgess
Addleshaw Goddard
London

William Charles
Milbank
London

William Foubister
Hogan Lovells
London

Yindi Gesinde
Baker McKenzie
London

Richard Hoyle
Essex Court Chambers
London

Shail Patel
4 New Square
London

U N I T E D  S TAT E S
Nefertiti J Alexander
Kasowitz Benson Torres
New York

Thomas J Amburgy
Kasowitz Benson Torres
New York

Stephen P Blake
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
Palo Alto

Rachel Brook
Walden Macht & Haran
New York

Michael R Cedillos
Greenberg Traurig
Chicago

Dean Lindsay Chapman Jr
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld
New York

Z W Julius Chen
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld
Washington DC

Helena S Franceschi
Cahill Gordon & Reindel
New York

Susannah S Geltman
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
New York

Henry Hutten
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
New York

Uri A Itkin
Kasowitz Benson Torres
New York

Philip Z Langer
Fox Rothschild
New York

Grace J Lee
Shearman & Sterling
New York

Linton Mann III
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
New York

Adam S Mintz
Cahill Gordon & Reindel
New York

Ryan P Montefusco
Kasowitz Benson Torres
New York

Benjamin M Mundel
Sidley Austin
Washington DC

Alexandra Chanin Nelson
Thompson Hine
Atlanta

Amisha R Patel
Dechert
Washington DC

Stacy Pepper
Kirkland & Ellis
Chicago

Sheila C Ramesh
Cahill Gordon & Reindel
New York

Jacqueline Tambone deGrandpre
Greenberg Traurig
Atlanta

Jonathan Wilkerson
The Lanier Law Firm
Houston
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Beatrix Metelski advises and represents national and international
clients in various fields of intellectual property law with a special focus
on patent law. Her practice focuses on strategic advice and
representation in complex national and cross-border patent
infringement proceedings. Beatrix’ work covers various technical fields
including telecommunications and information technology,
electronics, mechanical engineering, medical devices and consumer
goods. In addition, she has extensive knowledge in the field of
copyright law.

Beatrix studied law at the University of Osnabrück with a focus on
intellectual property law. Following her graduation, she worked as a
research fellow at the University of Osnabrück’s Institute for
Commercial and Business Law (department of Professor Dr. Hans-
Jürgen Ahrens) and deepened her knowledge in the IP field. During
this time she earned her Ph.D. with a thesis regarding copyright and
the principle of exhaustion of multimedia works.

Throughout her legal clerkship in the district of the Higher Regional
Court Düsseldorf she further focused on IP law and especially patent
law, working for an international law firm in Düsseldorf.

Beatrix is visiting lecturer for copyright law at the faculty of law of the
University of Osnabrück.

Beatrix Metelski
Hoyng Rokh Monegier
Steinstraße 20
40212 Düsseldorf
Germany
Tel: (49) 211 55022550
Email: beatrix.metelski@hoyngrokh.com
Website: www.hoyngrokh.com

G E R M A N Y

Mirko Weinert (admitted to practice in 2007) specializes in national
and multi-national patent litigation and trade secret litigation. The
range of his activities covers infringement proceedings, nullity
proceedings, enforcement proceedings and subsequent damages
proceedings. He has gained extensive experience in all matters relating
to intellectual property rights with a technical background, as well as
other areas of intellectual property law. Clients particularly entrust
Mirko with the court representation in the technical areas of
telecommunications, information technology, pharmaceuticals,
medical devices and mechanics. Developing and negotiating
technology transfer agreements forms a further foucs of his work. In
addition, the spectrum of Mirko’s advisory expertise encompasses the
field of IP and trade secret compliance.

Before becoming an attorney, Mirko worked as a research fellow at the
Johann Wolfgang Goethe University in Frankfurt am Main (Prof. Dr.
Zekoll, LL.M.) where he extended his expertise in procedural law and
earned his PhD in 2006.

Mirko is visiting lecturer for patent law at the law faculty of the Johann
Wolfgang Goethe University Frankfurt am Main and visiting lecturer
for the law on license contracts at the Heinrich-Heine University
Düsseldorf. In addition, he also speaks at conferences on patent law
and co-authored a handbook on license contracts.

Mirko Weinert
Hoyng Rokh Monegier
Steinstraße 20 
40212 Düsseldorf 
Germany
Tel: (49) 211 550 220
Email: mirko.weinert@hoyngrokh.com
Website: www.hoyngrokh.com

G E R M A N Y
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Noetinger Armando
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Eugenia Tulli
FRTB - Ferrer Reyes Tellechea & Bouché
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A U S T R A L I A
Sally Davis
Davies Collison Cave
Melbourne

B E L G I U M
Kristof Neefs
Inteo
Brussels

B R A Z I L
Pedro Frankovsky Barroso
BMA Advogados
Rio de Janeiro

C A N A D A
Daniel Davies
Smart & Biggar
Ottawa

Ryan T Evans
Smart & Biggar
Toronto

Bentley Gaikis
DLA Piper
Toronto

Jean-Charles Grégoire
Marks & Clerk
Ottawa

Patrick Laycock
Parlee McLaws
Edmonton

Jeff Leuschner
Smart & Biggar
Ottawa

Veronica C Tsou
Lenczner Slaght
Toronto

C H I L E
Trinidad Rojas
Claro & Cia
Santiago

F R A N C E
Abdelaziz Khatab
August Debouzy
Paris

Loïc Lemercier
Dentons
Paris

G E R M A N Y
Bolko Ehlgen
Linklaters
Frankfurt am Main

Kerstin Jonen
Hogan Lovells
Düsseldorf

Beatrix Metelski See bio
Hoyng Rokh Monegier
Düsseldorf

Marina Wehler
Arnold Ruess
Düsseldorf

Mirko Weinert See bio
Hoyng Rokh Monegier
Düsseldorf

I N D I A
Arpita Kulshrestha
Anand and Anand
New Delhi

I S R A E L
Iyar Stav
DWO
Bnei Brak

N E T H E R L A N D S
Jelle Drok
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
Amsterdam

Ruben Laddé
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
Amsterdam

Dirk-Jan Ridderinkhof
Hogan Lovells
Amsterdam

Marthe Riewald
Taylor Wessing
Amsterdam

Carlos van Staveren
De Brauw Blackstone Westbroek
Amsterdam

N O R WAY
Yngve Øyehaug Opsvik
GjessingReimers
Oslo

P E R U
Katia Armejo
Barreda Moller
Lima

R U S S I A
Alexey Mikhailov
Patentus
Moscow

Vironika Pilyugina
Hogan Lovells
Moscow

S PA I N
Ignacio Pontijas
Grau & Angulo
Madrid

S W E D E N
Amanda Granqvist
Sandart & Partners
Stockholm
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U N I T E D
K I N G D O M
Paul Abbott
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
London

Isobel Barry
Carpmaels & Ransford
London

Christopher de Mauny
Bird & Bird
London

Emma Fulton
Hogan Lovells
London

Simon Llewellyn
Carpmaels & Ransford
London

Annsley Merelle Ward
WilmerHale
London

Sarah Naisby
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
London

Tom Oliver
Powell Gilbert
London

Lara Sibley
Marks & Clerk
London

U N I T E D  S TAT E S
Erin J D Austin
Venable
New York

Aliza G Carrano
Finnegan Henderson Farabow Garrett &
Dunner
Washington DC

Lauren Douville
Shook Hardy & Bacon
Kansas City

Michelle J Eber
Baker Botts
Houston

Maegan Fuller
Alston & Bird
New York

Natalie Alfaro Gonzales
Baker Botts
Houston

Joanna Liebes Hubberts
Cooley
San Diego

Annie J King
Fish & Richardson
Boston

Peng Lin
Fish & Richardson
Boston

Cosmin Maier
Desmarais
New York

Paul I Margulies
Arnold & Porter
Washignton DC

John Padro
White & Case
New York

Michael B Powell
Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft
New York

Andy Rosbrook
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld
San Antonio

Cecilia Sanabria
Finnegan Henderson Farabow Garrett &
Dunner
Washington DC

Hari Santhanam
Kirkland & Ellis
Chicago

Ryan J Schletzbaum
Shook Hardy & Bacon
Kansas City

Amit H Thakore
White & Case
New York
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B E L G I U M
Peter Craddock
NautaDutilh
Brussels

Olivia Santantonio
Lydian
Brussels

Nikolaos Theodorakis
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati
Brussels

B R A Z I L
Eduardo Magrani
Demarest
Rio de Janeiro

C Z E C H
R E P U B L I C
Andrea Jarolímková
Bird & Bird
Prague

G E R M A N Y
Tina Gausling
Allen & Overy
Munich

Jan Spittka
DLA Piper
Cologne

H O N G  K O N G
S A R
Karen H F Lee
Mayer Brown
Hong Kong

N E T H E R L A N D S
Joke Bodewits
Hogan Lovells
Amsterdam

Jan Brölmann
Van Benthem & Keulen
Utrecht

Chantal van Dam
Hogan Lovells
Amsterdam

P O L A N D
Marcin Lewoszewski
Kobylańska Lewoszewski Mednis
Warsaw

S I N G A P O R E
Peggy Chow
Herbert Smith Freehills
Singapore

S PA I N
Reyes Bermejo
Uría Menéndez
Madrid/Valencia

S W I T Z E R L A N D
Stéphanie Chuffart- Finsterwald
Sigma Legal
Geneva/Lausanne

U N I T E D
K I N G D O M
Francesca Blythe
Sidley Austin
London

Hannah Crowther
Bristows
London

Lore Leitner
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati
London

Gita Shivarattan
Ashurst
London

Duc Tran
Herbert Smith Freehills
London

Dan Whitehead
Hogan Lovells
London

U N I T E D  S TAT E S
Darren Abernethy
Greenberg Traurig
San Francisco

Brittany M Bacon
Hunton Andrews Kurth
New York

Melissa M Crespo
Morrison & Foerster
New York

Daniel M Goldberg
Frankfurt Kurnit Klein & Selz
Los Angeles

Kate M Growley
Crowell & Moring
Washington DC
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Goodwin
Boston

Amy C Pimentel
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Boston
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Arent Fox
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The daily legal minefield manufacturers
have to face

Sylvie Gallage-Alwis
Signature Litigation
Paris

The product liability practice has drastically changed these past few
years in law firms. Before, this practice was described as the one han-
dling cases where a product was suspected of being at the origin of an
incident or an accident, leading to material damage and/or personal
injury. The lawyers had to work with the manufacturer to demon-
strate that the product was not at the origin of said accident and that,
if it was, its defect was caused by extraneous factors. While these cases
can be very complex, depending on the type of product, the number
of parties and the amounts at stake, manufacturers knew what to ex-
pect, especially when they could demonstrate that their products were
compliant with regulations and standards. 

Today, this practice is for sure a legal and judicial minefield for
manufacturers. This is because of the proliferation of grounds that
can be used to justify a claim against manufacturers and the increas-
ing number of plaintiffs who can bring such claims. Product liability
lawyers therefore need to have a large variety of skillsets as the issues
they can face are more diverse than ever. Therefore, today, when I am
asked to describe my practice, I do not say that I do product liability. I
rather say that I handle all litigation that manufacturers can face. 

Indeed, besides “standard” product liability cases, manufacturers
are now mainly targeted by litigation which is not directly linked to
the standard definition of a defective product as one could normally
understand it. 

As a first example, one can refer to the hazardous substances re-
lated litigation. This toxic tort à la française type of cases is emblematic
of the litigation that a manufacturer could not reasonably expect to
develop. Indeed, it mainly relates to plaintiffs who are anxious of po-
tentially developing a disease in the future. This case law started with a
Supreme Court decision dated 11 May 2010
with the employees who could have been ex-
posed to asbestos during their career (cases
no. 09-42.241 & following). The French
Supreme Court however ruled, on 11 Septem-
ber 2019, that such a claim can now be filed
for exposure to any kind of hazardous sub-
stances (cases no. 17-24.879 & following).
This means that a manufacturer which uses
chemical products in its manufacturing pro-
cess can become the target of claims filed by
its former and current employees on the
ground of their anxiety of developing a dis-
ease. Such claims have imposed on product li-
ability lawyers the need to master the

procedure before Labour Courts which is very different in France
than before Civil Courts, as well as rules relating to health and safety
at the workplace and the medical implications of the use of substances
in a manufacturing process.

Another new type of claim that manufacturers now face are claims
alleging that their products do not have a sufficiently long life ex-
pectancy, using the grounds of planned obsolescence or misleading
advertising for instance. Here again, the issue is not whether the prod-
uct is safe and compliant, as it generally is. The issue is whether the
manufacturer is ensuring that its products’ design is not at the origin

of a change in product before it is necessary,
the term “necessary” being the heart of such
litigation. New legislation around reparability
and availability of spare parts is the response
that Governments recently gave to the devel-
opment of such litigation, with, for sure, new
litigation which will arise from such complex
new rules that aim at influencing the business
model of many companies.

In the same line, manufacturers are now
targeted by claims relating to lack of duty to
fully inform on the qualities and durability of
their products. “Greenwashing” is one of the
newest grounds of claims against manufactur-
ers accused of misleading consumers and/or

“MANUFACTURERS
NOW HANDLE CASES

THAT ARE "BET THE
COMPANY CASES"

EVEN IF THE PRODUCT
IS SAFE”
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investors on the extent of the steps they are taking towards the protec-
tion of the environment. In April 2021, the French Government intro-
duced an increase in the existing fine for misleading commercial
practices to up to 80% of the false promotional campaign cost when it
comes to allegations related to the environment. This is the new step of
a brass-knuckle approach that was initiated through the so-called
“duty of vigilance” introduced in 2017 which requires large French
companies and groups to establish a vigilance plan intended to prevent
and detect violations in France or abroad, by its subsidiaries and sub-
contractors, of human rights and the environment and to preserve the
health and safety of the employees involved. A number of claims on
the ground of alleged breach of this duty of vigilance has already been
filed to date before French Courts. As for greenwashing, claims have
been filed against BP, ExxonMobil, Wesson Oils, Tyson Foods Inc. or
Chevron for instance. Again, the issue of whether the product is safe is
not discussed here and yet, the future of the product is at stake. 

More generally, the duty to inform is one of the key grounds used
against manufacturers today. A manufacturer can indeed become the
target of such claims filed by users of its products, as it happened to
Monsanto concerning RoundUp for instance (Supreme Court, 21 Oc-
tober 2020, case no. 19-18.689), should the Courts rule that the infor-
mation provided to the users on the substances used and their
potential negative health effect are not sufficient. But the majority of
such cases are conducted by the market surveillance authorities with
the risk of having criminal sanctions on the ground of deceit or mis-
leading representation being ordered. This is notably explained by the
fact that the fines for these infringements have been raised to up to 1.5
million Euros and could go up to 10% of the turnover of the company
which is indicted. 

A last example of the legal minefield which manufacturers have to
face are the claims filed by associations for the protection of con-
sumers or the environment. Over the years, French case law, under the
influence of the European Court of Justice’s case law, has evolved in
the direction of condemning companies as soon as a breach to envi-

ronmental law is identified, irrespective of whether such breach actu-
ally caused a negative environmental impact (Supreme Court, 29 June
2021, case no. 20-82.245). This very harsh approach, disconnected
from the factual realities, is at the origin of a proliferation of claims
against manufacturers who have to find a way to operate sites without
any issue. 

These few examples demonstrate that product liability lawyers and
manufacturers now have to be able to handle civil, administrative,
labour and criminal procedures. They also have to handle cases that
are “bet the company cases” even if the product is safe and compliant,
with such claims being filed by consumers, associations, the Public
Prosecutor, the general public or employees. This situation is further
complexified by the fact that Courts are increasingly ruling towards a
zero-tolerance approach, at European and national levels. Needless to
say that this complexity is what makes this practice fascinating as it
follows the evolution of the society as a whole. For now, the environ-
ment and climate change are a focus. Transparency of the information
is also at the heart of numerous claims aimed at having manufacturers
disclose their commercial and strategic development plans. Data-re-
lated cases should not be underestimated either, with, at first in 2019,
children’s digital watches with security loopholes which triggered pri-
vacy concerns being considered as an unsafe product by the European
authorities on the rapid alert system (RAPEX – Alert number:
A12/0157/19). 

Hard to imagine, not even a decade ago, that manufacturers and
their product liability lawyers would have to handle such claims and
hard to imagine what they will have to handle in a decade. One thing
is for sure: manufacturers need to change their decision-making pro-
cess to take into account the increasing transparency that they will be
subject to and the fact that there are multiple entities whose goal is to
find any kind of information that can be used as ground for litigation
before Courts which feel, when it comes to social, health and environ-
mental issues, that they need to encourage the legislator by handing
down increasingly harsh decisions.
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After 10 years practicing in a major international law firm, Sylvie
Gallage-Alwis became one of the founding partners of the Paris office
of Signature Litigation in January 2019. 

With almost 15 years of experience in this field, Sylvie heads the firm’s
product liability practice. She specialises in all cutting-edge complex
disputes linked to products, namely product liability, product safety,
toxic tort, mass litigation/class actions, regulatory compliance, and the
environment. She is involved in the most innovative pending legal
topics for her clients, such as defending them against claims filed on
the ground of planned obsolescence or deceit towards consumers. She
is involved in the dieselgate litigation as well as in brand new climate
change litigation, and the first claim filed against a manufacturer on
the ground of the anxiety of developing a disease linked to the
chemical substances included in the product.

Sylvie represents her clients against claims filed by consumers, NGOs
(consumer protection and environment protection NGOs) and also
the market surveillance authorities which are a very active plaintiff in
France against manufacturers.

Sylvie is both an Avocat à la Cour in France and a Solicitor in England
& Wales. She has been described by Who’s Who Legal over the years as
a “dynamic and determined litigator”, who is “a firm favourite among
clients” as “she always goes the extra mile to support her clients, and is
proactive in seeking commercial solutions to disputes”. Who’s Who Legal
Thought Leader 2021 acknowledges her as “a star in the international
world” and “well-connected expert”. She has also been awarded the “Best
in Product Liability” award at the 2019 LMG Euromoney Europe
Women in Business Law Awards and is listed in this Directory since
2015. In The Legal 500 EMEA 2020 and 2021, France chapter, Sylvie is
recognised as the only Next Generation Lawyer for product liability
under Dispute Resolution: Commercial Litigation.

Sylvie “stands out in the product liability space for her creative solutions
and strategic understanding of the many cases she works on” and
represents a variety of globally recognised manufacturers from
industries such as the automotive industry, electronic products,
cosmetics, new technologies, steel, energy, food, toys, etc.

Sylvie is further known in the French market as a leading toxic
tort/mass litigation lawyer. As such, she has been involved in most pro-
company case law rendered in recent years, notably in asbestos-related
cases, with some cases mentioned in the French Civil and Social
Security Codes because of the significant reversal in case law they
represent.

Sylvie is an active member of the International Association of Defense
Counsel (IADC) and the International Consumer Product Health and
Safety Organization (ICPHSO).

Sylvie Gallage-Alwis
Signature Litigation 
49/51 Avenue George V
Paris 75008
France
Tel: (33) 1 70 75 58 00
E: Sylvie.gallage-alwis@signaturelitigation.com
Website: www.signaturelitigation.com

F R A N C E
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Christian Eichenberger is a partner in the real estate team. He focuses
on real estate transactions, real estate development and real estate
dispute resolution. He has acted in major transactions concerning the
purchase and sale of real estate portfolios (with transaction values of
more than 240 million Swiss francs) and was involved in many real
estate development projects (the biggest project exceeding a value of 1
billion Swiss francs). In addition to his real estate transaction and real
estate development experience, Christian Eichenberger also has
extensive experience in real estate dispute resolution with particular
expertise in the fields of construction law, planning and zoning law
and landlord tenant law. He represents clients in both arbitration
proceedings and before Swiss state courts.

Christian Eichenberger studied law at the University of Freiburg i.Ue.
(lic. iur., 2001) and the University of Hawai’i at Manõa, William S.
Richardson School of Law (LL.M., 2009) and he received a doctorate
(PhD; on Swiss notarial laws) from the University of Berne (Dr. iur.,
2008, Summa cum laude, Prof. Walther Hug Prize). In 2012 he earned
a Master of Advanced Studies in Real Estate at the University of Zurich.

Christian Eichenberger clerked at the Administrative Court of the
canton of Zug (2003), worked as an attorney at law and civil-law
notary public with two law firms in Zug/Zurich (2004 – 2017) and did
a secondment at a global construction supply company (2012). He
regularly publishes in his field of expertise and he lectures and teaches
at the University of Zurich (Center for Urban and Real Estate
Management) as well as at the SVIT Swiss Real Estate School.

Christian Eichenberger speaks German and English. He is registered
with the Zurich Bar Registry and qualified as civil-law notary public of
the canton of Zug. He is a Professional Member of the Royal
Institution of Chartered Surveyors (MRICS) and Certified Specialist
SBA Construction and Real Estate Law.

Christian Eichenberger
Walder Wyss
Seefeldstrasse 123
Zurich 8034
Switzerland
Tel: (41) 58 658 58 58
E: christian.eichenberger@walderwyss.com
Website: www.walderwyss.com

S W I T Z E R L A N D
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John R Sobolewski is a partner in Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz’s
Restructuring and Finance Department. His multidisciplinary practice
includes a broad range of finance, securities, restructuring and related
matters, including leveraged M&A, public and private capital markets
transactions, complex syndicated bank financings, and in-court and
out-of-court workouts. He has unique expertise representing
companies in connection with rapid response efforts to debt default
activism and net-short debt activism situations.

John has represented borrower clients in numerous major corporate
financing transactions, including T-Mobile in connection with its
acquisition of Sprint and its related $38.0 billion of financing
commitments and $39.0 billion of consent solicitations; Intelsat in
connection with over $6.0 billion of issuances of high-yield, holdco,
and convertible notes, as well as related bond tender offers and open
market purchases; Lions Gate in its $4.5 billion of bank and bond
transactions in connection with its acquisition of Starz, and its
subsequent repricing transactions and bond exchanges; Zoetis in its
$1.0 billion of bank financing for its acquisition of Abaxis; XPO
Logistics in its €3.24 billion acquisition of Norbert Dentressangle S.A.
and $3 billion acquisition of Con-Way, and its subsequent refinancings
and repricings; Office Depot in its $750 million term loan facility to
finance its acquisition of CompuCom; Publicis in its $3.5 billion
bridge and permanent financing in connection with its acquisition of
Sapient; and Apollo in its $1.0 billion buyout of Presidio, and Presidio’s
subsequent refinancing transaction and leveraged stock buyback.

John also frequently represents sellers in financing matters relating to
major M&A transactions, including Celgene in its sale to Bristol-Myers
Squibb, Monsanto in its sale to Bayer, Whole Foods in its sale to
Amazon.com, Envision in its sale to KKR, and Convergys in its sale to
Synnex.

John has represented key stakeholders in multiple major public and
private debt default activism situations. He has additionally
represented clients such as Goldman Sachs, GSO Capital Partners, and
Bank of Nova Scotia in workout and restructuring situations.

John received a B.A. summa cum laude from Boston College in 2005. He
completed a J.D. from Harvard Law School in 2008.

John Sobolewski
Wachtell Lipton Rosen & Katz
51 West 52nd Street
New York, NY 10019
US
Tel: (1) 212 403 1340
Email: JRSobolewski@wlrk.com
Website: www.wlrk.com
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Chen Zhida, Associate Director, Helmsman LLC specialises in
international trade, trade finance, “dry” shipping work (including
charterparty and bill of lading disputes). His work spans across the
entire spectrum of the trading lifecycle, including contract formation
and termination, payment and security, storage and shipping as well as
sanctions and regulatory matters. 

Having spent his formative years as a Justices’ Law Clerk in the
Singapore courts, Zhida is no stranger to the Singapore courts. As
counsel, he not only regularly appears in the Singapore courts, but also
in international arbitrations. He specialises in complex trade and
shipping litigation and arbitration, which are often multi-
jurisdictional, multi-party disputes or disputes involving novel issues
of law.

Graduated with a LL.B. (First Class Honours) from National
University of Singapore with various academic awards and a LL.M.
from New York University, Zhida is currently one of the youngest
adjunct assistant professors at Faculty of Law, National University of
Singapore. He is currently teaching International Legal Process (in
Semester 1, 2021) and International Commodity Trading Law Clinic
(in Semester 2, 2021).

Work Highlights:

• Acted in a limitation action in Singapore which dealt with novel
issues of interest and costs in limitation proceedings (see AS
Fortuna Opco BV and another v Sea Consortium Pte Ltd and others
[2020] SGHC 72) as well as the first of its kind application to
provisionally set aside of a portion of the limitation fund for
foreign claims pursuant to Article 12 of the Limitation of Liability
for Maritime Claims, 1976;

• Acted for shipowners in a charterparty dispute and successfully
obtaining Mareva and Chabra injunctions from the Singapore
courts in aid of arbitration; 

• Acted for Toyota Tsusho Corporation (one of the major trade
creditors) in the insolvency of the Brightoil group, including the
arrest and judicial sale of the six bunker barges in Singapore and the
moratorium and proposed scheme of arrangement by Brightoil; 

• Acted as lead counsel for a Swiss commodities trader against a
Chinese refinery in an arbitration involving 3rd party email fraud;
and 

• Acted for a Chinese company in relation to a claim by an
international bank to recover monies paid under a letter of credit. 

Chen Zhida
Helmsman
21A Duxton Hill 
Singapore 089604
Tel: (65) 6950 8669
Email: zhida.chen@helmsmanlaw.com
Website: www.helmsmanlaw.com
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Caroline is a partner in the Tax Department of Matheson.  Caroline
advises on cross border tax planning, transfer pricing, tax controversy
matters and inward investment projects.  Caroline also has extensive
experience in international corporate restructurings as well as mergers
and acquisitions on an international and national level. 

Caroline is co-author of the Irish Chapter of the IBFD’s publication on
Transfer Pricing.  Caroline was previously seconded to the tax
department of a multinational company.

Caroline is a Chartered Tax Advisor and a member of the Law Society
of Ireland.

Caroline’s experience includes:  

• Advising numerous international corporations on their
establishment in Ireland.

• Advising on substantial integration projects pre and post mergers
and acquisitions for various international clients.

• Providing ongoing strategic advice for a range of international
corporations.

• Advising clients on the application of the Irish transfer pricing
regime including mutual agreement procedures and correlative
relief claims.

• Advising clients on contentious tax matters with the Irish Revenue
Commissioners and foreign tax authorities.

Caroline Austin
Matheson
70 Sir John Rogerson’s Quay
Dublin 2
Ireland
Tel: (353) 1 232 2775
Email: caroline.austin@matheson.com
Website: www.matheson.com

I R E L A N D
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Arm’s Length Analysis on the
Commodity Transactions: 
An Indonesian Perspective
Emanuel Dewo Adi Winedhar 
TaxPrime
Jakarta

Tax authorities of commodity-exporting countries including Indone-
sia have major transfer pricing challenges in ensuring the arm’s length
nature of the commodity transactions. During recent years, many
transfer pricing disputes on commodity transactions in Indonesia are
increasing due to: a) taxpayer has not sufficiently prepared documen-
tation to prove the consistency of the pricing policy set and actual
conduct of the arrangements; b) the application of the profit method
to the commodity transaction may not serve sufficient approximation
of the arm’s length nature of the transactions; c) the interposing of in-
termediary entity having limited function located in lower tax rate ju-
risdiction which attracts suspicion of possibility of the Base Erosion
and Profit Shifting (“BEPS”).

Directorate General of Taxes (DGT) approach on the commodity
transfer pricing assessment
Indonesia has enacted several transfer pricing regulations including

the Minister of Finance Regulations number PMK-
213/PMK.03/2016 (“MoF 213/2016”) related to Transfer Pricing
Documentations, Director General of Tax Regulation number PER-
32/PJ/2011 on the application of arm’s length principle, and Direc-
tor General of Tax Regulation number PER-22/PJ/2013 which covers
the transfer pricing audit procedures. The aforementioned regula-
tions do not explicitly require taxpayers to assess commodity trans-
actions by applying a predetermined method. Rather, the selection
of the method is based on ‘the most appropriate method’ analysis.
Recently, the Minister of Finance also issued regulation number
PMK-22/PMK.03/2020 regarding the procedures for Advance Pric-
ing Agreement which explicitly clarifies that the Comparable Un-
controlled Price (“CUP”) method is the most appropriate method
for commodity transactions.

Under the MoF 213/2016, the three-tiered transfer pricing docu-
mentation i.e., Master File, Local File, and Country-by-Country Re-
port is introduced. The regulation which adopts OECD BEPS Action
13, significantly updates the transfer pricing compliance requirement
in Indonesia. Unlike previous regulations which adopt the arm’s
length outcome-testing approach, MoF 213/2016 requires taxpayers to
implement the ex-ante approach. The approach expects taxpayers to
assess the arm’s length nature of the pricing policy of their related
party transaction based on data and information available at the time
the transaction is conducted. Should taxpayer entered into commod-
ity transactions, the regulation also obliges taxpayers to provide spe-
cific information related to the commodity transactions in their Local
File including the following:

a) Transaction scheme and its explanation;
b) Pricing policy applied in the last 5 (five) years;
c) Detailed information on the commodity transactions by the mini-

mum of:
·   Number and date of invoice;
·   The name and jurisdiction of the counterparty;
·   Commodity’s specification/quality;
·   Quantity and unit price; and
·   Dates of delivery/shipment.
Tax officials prefer taxpayers to apply the CUP method, instead of

the profit methods, to prove the arm’s length nature of commodity
transactions. The profit method may not provide a direct measure for
assessing the commodity transactions. Further, due to the lack of the
available appropriate comparable within databases, the profit level
methods may cause inaccurate approximation of the profit for the
tested party. 

Arguably, the guidance on the application of CUP method for
commodity transactions in the domestic regulation is not sufficiently
exhaustive. Therefore, tax practitioners and tax officials rely on guid-
ance provided by the OECD Transfer Pricing Guidelines 2017
(“TPG”) including as follows:
a) Quoted commodity price generally serves as a reliable reference price

for determining the price in transactions between affiliates. In certain
circumstances, taxpayers should prove that the market reference price
is, indeed, extensively utilized in certain commodity industries;
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b) For the CUP method to be reliably applied to commodity transac-
tions, the economic characteristics of the commodity products in
both affiliated transactions and independent transactions need to
be comparable. Therefore, taxpayers should present that the main
characteristic of commodity products transacted between affiliates,
among others: the physical features; quality of the commodity; and
the contractual terms of the controlled transaction; such as vol-
umes traded; the period of the arrangements; the time/date; and
terms of delivery; transportation; insurance; and the terms of the
foreign currency should be comparable to the commodity settled
between independent parties;

c) Taxpayers should provide reliable evidence and supporting docu-
ments related to the pricing policies including the proposal and ac-
ceptances of the contractual terms agreed between the parties.
Consistency between the contractual terms
and the actual conducts should also be
demonstrated especially at the time of the
tax audit performed. Tax officials may
apply different pricing dates i.e., price at
the time of the shipment date, should
there be inconsistencies between the pric-
ing date in the contract and the actual
conduct taken by the parties.

Enhancing the arm’s length analysis on
commodity transactions
The aforementioned application of CUP
method for the commodity transaction can
be strengthened by the following:
a) The use of functional and value chain

analysis to accurately delineate commodity transaction
Functional analysis is one of the foundations in a conduct of arm’s
length analysis. The analysis basically seeks to map the economic
contribution and profitability of the parties involved in the trans-
action by identifying the functions performed, the assets used, and
the risks assumed by each party. A complete understanding over
the value chain helps in effective delineation of affiliated transac-
tions which can be used to assess whether the transfer pricing out-
comes already align with value creation. The analysis can identify
whether appropriate remuneration is already allocated and aligned
to the commercial value contribution of each entity in the value
chain. 

b) Transaction-by-transaction approach
Paragraph 3.9 of TPG elucidates that depending on facts and cir-
cumstances, the transaction-by-transaction approach may provide
precise approximation of the arm’s length condition of the affili-
ated transaction. The approach can be adopted by examining the
commodity transaction on an invoice-by-invoice basis and segre-
gating the various related party transactions for the transfer pric-
ing analysis. By segregating the transfer pricing analysis, taxpayers
can identify specific transactions which are not consistent with the
arm’s length principle. Further, the approach can assist tax officials
in mapping the transfer pricing risk which need to be prioritized. 

c) Application of conjunctive analysis on commodity transactions
Although the CUP method is generally the most appropriate
method to test commodities in transactions between affiliated par-

ties, there are situations in which the use of
more than one method can be applied simul-
taneously to increase the reliability of the
arm’s length test results, or in the case of CUP
method, the application does not generate
conclusive result. The conjunctive method is
important to apply especially in ‘triangular’
transactions where the overseas affiliates per-
formed their functions as procurement center,
trader/marketing hub, etc. In this case, profit
methods i.e., the Cost Plus Method or Resale
Price Method as a conjunctive method can be
applied to ensure that the remuneration re-
ceived by overseas affiliates is already aligned
with their contribution for the value creation.

Conclusion
The CUP method is the most direct and reliable method in assessing
the arm’s length nature of commodity transactions. Sufficient docu-
mentation related to pricing determination is crucial to be presented
during tax assessment. Although, in applying the CUP method the
main comparability factor is the characteristics of products and ser-
vices, the functional and the value chain analysis still play an impor-
tant role for accurately delineating the actual transactions between
affiliates. In addition, to mitigate potential disputes due to inconclu-
sive CUP method application, usage of conjunctive method is a valu-
able option to be considered for commodity transactions between
affiliated parties.

“THE PROFIT METHOD
MAY NOT PROVIDE A
DIRECT MEASURE FOR

ASSESSING THE
COMMODITY

TRANSACTIONS”
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latest assignment as International Tax Cooperation Analyst. Currently,
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Andrea Dorjee-Good is a Partner in Schellenberg Wittmer’s Zurich
office, where she heads the Private Wealth group. She is a certified
specialist in inheritance law and advises private clients on all aspects of
estate and succession planning, including pre- and post-nuptial
agreements, wills, succession pacts, lasting powers of attorney, trusts
and foundations. Her practice areas further include contentious estates
and she regularly represents clients in complex trust and estate
disputes.

Some recent examples of Andrea’s expertise in private client matters
include advising members of an international family on succession
planning and structuring for their jointly owned family business and
representing one of several heirs in a complex cross-border
international trust and estate dispute involving a major family owned
business.

Andrea is a member of several professional associations, including the
Swiss Bar Association, the Zurich Bar Association, the International
Association of Young Lawyers (AIJA) and the Society of Trust and
Estate Practitioners (STEP). She regularly publishes and speaks in her
field of specialisation.

Andrea graduated from the University of St Gallen School of Law (lic.
iur. 2004) and was admitted to the Swiss Bar in 2007. She joined
Schellenberg Wittmer as a trainee in 2004 and, after gaining court
experience as a clerk at the District Court of Winterthur, she rejoined
the firm as an associate in 2007, she was promoted to counsel in 2013
and became a partner in 2020. Andrea obtained a diploma with
distinction in international trust management from STEP in 2014 and
qualified as a Certified Specialist SBA Inheritance Law in 2019.

Andrea Dorjee-Good
Schellenberg Wittmer
Löwenstrasse 19
PO Box 2201
8021 Zurich
Switzerland
Tel: (41) 44 215 5252
Email: andrea.dorjee@swlegal.ch
Website: www.swlegal.ch
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Joris Monin de Flaugergues is a partner at Antonin Lévy & Associés. 

Joris has dual background in law and finance and acts as a counsel for
companies and individuals in high-profile white-collar crime and
compliance cases. His expertise specifically focuses on criminal tax law,
corruption, as well as financial and environmental criminal law. Joris
also has expertise in internal investigations and litigation by
multilateral development banks and agencies.

Together with Antonin Lévy, Joris significant expertise includes: 

• Defence of a former French Prime Minister prosecuted for
misappropriation of public funds, abuse of corporate assets and
breach of his reporting requirements towards the High Authority
for Transparency in Public Life.

• Representation of a high-profile businessman in an investigation on
allegations of corruption and money laundering (“Kazakhgate”
case).

• Representation of a French car manufacturer investigated over
allegations of aggravated deception (“Dieselgate” case).

• Defence of a French industrial group and its director prosecuted on
counts of manslaughter and serious injuries in connection with an
industrial furnace accident.

• Representation of a French industrial group in investigations
brought by the World Bank, the African Development Bank and the
European Investment Bank on suspicions of corruption and
collusion in West Africa, East Africa and South-East Asia.

In 2018, Joris was elected First Secretary of the Paris Bar Conference.
He was recognized as “Rising Stars” in the “White collar crime”
category of the 2020 and 2021 Expert Guides ranking. 

Prior to being partner within Antonin Levy & Associés in 2021, Joris
worked as an associate within the Investigation White Collar and
Fraud (IWCF) department of Hogan Lovells Paris, and joined Antonin
Lévy & Associés when founded by Antonin Lévy and Ophélia Claude
in 2019. 

Joris Monin de Flaugergues
Antonin Lévy & Associés
15, rue de Marignan
75008 Paris
France
Tel: (33) 1 71 19 72 40
E: joris.monindeflaugergues@alassocies.fr
Website: www.alassocies.fr
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Update on FIFA-related proceedings
in Switzerland

Pierre Bydzovsky and Ludivine Kaiser
Charles Russell Speechlys
Geneva

This update is a follow-up to our previous article of July 2019,
which announced the recusal of the Attorney General of Switzer-
land (OAG) and of two other federal prosecutors following infor-
mal meetings conducted by the OAG with representatives of the
Fédération Internationale de Football Association (FIFA).

Various aspects of the Swiss FIFA-related proceedings have pro-
gressed with diverse outcomes. This article provides an update on
these proceedings, the first to intervene in the conduct of business
of a major international sports body in Switzerland.

Since 2015, the OAG opened twenty-five investigations, twenty
of which are still pending. These proceedings relate to suspicion of
corruption and money laundering within FIFA.

At the same time, the US Department of Justice has conducted
criminal investigations led by the Federal Prosecutor of Eastern
District of New York in relation to the granting of media, market-
ing and sponsorship rights for the broadcast of football tourna-
ments in the United States and Latin America. The Swiss Federal
Office of Justice is supporting the US investigation through inter-
national judicial assistance, that led to the arrest, at dawn on 27
May 2015 at the Baur Au Lac Hotel in Zurich, of, among others,
high-ranking officials of FIFA and of other football governing bod-
ies. In May 2021, a Swiss bank pleaded guilty to conspiracy to laun-
der over USD 36 million in bribes to football officials at FIFA and
other football federations. 

2006 FIFA World Cup
On 6 November 2015, six months after the Zurich police raid, the
OAG opened a criminal investigation against unknown persons on
suspicion of mismanagement and money
laundering in connection with payments
made in the run-up to the 2006 Football
World Cup in Germany. The OAG of
Switzerland extended the criminal prosecu-
tion in July 2016 to three former officials of
the German Football Association (DFB) and
a former FIFA General Secretary who were
suspected of fraud (Art. 146 of the Swiss
Criminal Code; SCC) for having concealed
from the DFB the true destination of a 6.7
million euro transfer paid in 2005 by the
World Cup organising committee. The DFB
and FIFA constituted themselves as private
claimants in the criminal proceedings.

Under Swiss law, the first instance judgment must be rendered
before the expiry of the limitation period for criminal proceedings,
which is 15 years from the commission of the offence in the case of
fraud (Article 97(1)(b) SCC).

The investigation lasted five years. On 5 August 2019, the OAG
filed an indictment with the Federal Criminal Court against the ac-
cuseds for fraud.

The trial opened on 9 March 2020 (SK.2019.45) and, due to the
absence of three of the defendants, closed on the same day. On 11
March 2020, the main proceedings were re-opened in absentia. On
17 March 2020, the proceedings had to be interrupted because of
the Covid-19 pandemic and the proceedings had to be suspended,
first until 20 April 2020 and then until 27 April 2020. By this date,
the statute of limitations for the offences in question had expired.
The Federal Criminal Court had to close the proceedings and award

a compensation payment to the defendants
for around CHF 650,000 for defence costs
and moral damage.

The first FIFA-related trial was dead in
the water.

2018, 2022, 2026 and 2030 World
Cups – First judgement rendered by the
Federal Criminal Court (SK.2020.4)
The OAG opened another, separate criminal
proceeding (SV.15.1443) against FIFA’s ex-
no 2 for mismanagement, alternatively em-
bezzlement, contrary to FIFA’s interests. 

It emerged during the investigation that
the defendant had received monetary bene-

“SWISS CRIMINAL
PROSECUTION

AUTHORITIES IN THE
FIGHT AGAINST CRIME

IN INTERNATIONAL
FOOTBALL”
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fits from a Qatari politician and sports leader and from a Greek in-
dividual in return for the awarding of media rights of around USD
480 million for the 2018, 2022, 2026 and 2030 World Cups by FIFA.
The defendant allegedly received from the Greek individual a pay-
ment of EUR 500,000 made in November 2013. FIFA filed a crimi-
nal complaint against its former executive on 27 December 2016 for
bribery. The OAG opened criminal proceedings (SV.17.0008)
against the three individuals on 20 March 2017 for private bribery
i.e corruption between private actors (Articles 4a and 23(1) of the
Federal Act against Unfair Competition; AUC) in relation to these
facts. Both proceedings were joined under the reference SV.17.0008
and, on 31 May 2017, the OAG informed FIFA that its former exec-
utive was suspected for having received other benefits from the
Greek individual in return for the granting of media rights by FIFA,
specifically two payments of EUR 500,000 and EUR 250,000 in May
and July 2014 which gave rise to an additional criminal complaint
filed by FIFA with the OAG for private bribery.

In December 2019, the OAG informed FIFA and the defendants
that it would be issuing an indictment alleging aggravated misman-
agement (Art. 158(1) para. 3 SCC), instigation of mismanagement
(Art. 24 cum Art. 158(1) para. 3 SCC), forgery of documents (Art.
251 SCC) and active and passive bribery (Art. 4 a para. 1 letters a
and b in connection with Art. 23 para. 1 AUC). On 31 January
2020, FIFA informed the OAG that it wished to reach a settlement
agreement with the Qatari individual and that they were therefore
withdrawing the criminal complaint against him for the offence of
bribery. FIFA withdrew their criminal complaint against him which
subsequently led to the closing of the investigation for private
bribery. 

At trial (proceedings SK.2020.4) and after ten days of hearings,
the OAG requested 28 months’ imprisonment for the Qatari indi-
vidual, 36 months’ imprisonment against the former FIFA executive
and 30 months against the Greek individual. On 30 October 2020,
the former FIFA executive was acquitted of the charges of aggra-
vated mismanagement and passive bribery, found guilty of repeated
forgery of documents (Art. 251 No. 1 SCC) and sentenced to a fi-
nancial penalty of 120 days at CHF 200 per day – making a total
amount of CHF 24,000 – a penalty that has been suspended for a
two-year probation period. In addition, the former FIFA executive
has been ordered to pay FIFA an amount of EUR 500,000 with in-
terest at 5% per annum from 23 September 2020, less an amount of
EUR 99,468.73 and an amount of EUR 1,25 million for compensa-
tion for the damage suffered by FIFA plus an amount of CHF
80,000 for the compulsory expenses incurred by FIFA during the
procedure.

The Qatari and the Greek individuals were fully acquitted: the
Federal Criminal Court held that the accuseds had effectively prof-
ited from substantial benefits, but that it had not been proven that
these had caused them to act contrary to FIFA’s interests in the con-
text of the allocation of media rights for the World Cups. The
Court further found no negative impact on competition at the level
of broadcasters for the media rights in Italy and Greece for the
2018, 2022, 2026 and 2030 World Cups and the Confederations
Cup for this period that would have led to a conviction for private
corruption.

This judgment is rather surprising since it would mean that it
would be possible to receive hundreds of thousands of francs in the
course of one’s employment without informing one’s employer,
which would not constitute a criminal offence in the absence of a
clear link between the payment and a result contrary to the em-

ployer’s interests, a link that is always difficult to prove in corrup-
tion cases.

The purpose here is not to discuss the penalties and outcome
which are detailed in a 218-page judgment and which turns on the
totality of the circumstances, but one can nonetheless question the
deterrant effect of this sentence in the sporting world, given the
very high financial stakes that were at the basis of the criminal in-
vestigation, in comparison with the penalties that would have been
handed down in other jurisdictions. 

The OAG filed and appeal and the decision is not final. It re-
mains to be seen whether the judges of the court of second instance
will share the view of the court of first instance.

Proceedings against the former Attorney General and the FIFA
President
As we explained in June 2019, the Federal Criminal Court ordered
the recusal of the former Swiss Attorney General of Switzerland and
other federal prosecutors for bias for having informally met FIFA
representatives, including the FIFA president on different occa-
sions. These events forced the resignation of the Swiss Attorney
General in summer 2020 and, to date, this politically exposed posi-
tion has not been filled.

On 23 September 2020, the Swiss Parliament elected a cantonal
judge as Extraordinary Public Prosecutor for the opening of pre-
liminary proceedings against former Swiss Attorney General and
any accomplices and participants alleging an abuse of office (Art.
312 SCC), breach of official secrecy (Art. 320 SCC) and interference
in the criminal investigation (Art. 305 CC) through the holding of
several meetings with FIFA President Infantino and other persons
that were not recorded in the minutes.

The newly appointed Prosecutor refused FIFA permission to be
a private claimant in this proceeding against the FIFA President, a
decision that was confirmed by the Federal Criminal Court and re-
jected the FIFA President’s request to disqualify the Extraordinary
Federal Prosecutor.

The Federal Criminal Court’s support was however short-lived. 
On 10 December 2020, the Extraordinary Public Prosecutor

published the following media release on his personal website
under the title “The a.o. Federal Prosecutor sees signs of criminal
acts by FIFA [president]” as follows [translated from German into
English]:

“The Extraordinary Public Prosecutor of the Confederation has
completed its examination of the criminal charges against the FIFA
President […] for mismanagement in connection with the use of a
private jet. There are clear indications of criminal conduct on the
part of the FIFA President. However, the actual criminal proceed-
ings fall within the competence of the Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral of Switzerland.”
Following up a request filed by the FIFA President, the Federal

Criminal Court ordered the recusal of the Extraordinary Public
Prosecutor in May 2021 blaming him for four communications to
the press, including an interview in a legal magazine. The Federal
Criminal Court questioned his impartiality in the proceedings as
his comments were not considered objective or neutral and true
comments made in the interest of the public.

This decision is final and not subject to appeal. 
The Federal Criminal Court has not yet issued any decision on

the request to annul the procedural acts instituted under the con-
duct of the (now former) Extraordinary Federal Prosecutor who
was forced to resign in June 2021.
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The case is still open and others with pending proceedings are
waiting to be heard by a new, yet to be designated, magistrate. 

The Office of the Attorney General of Switzerland under high
scrutiny 
Despite significant efforts and financial resources engaged by the
Swiss prosecution authorities, the outcome of the proceedings con-
ducted in the context of FIFA are limited.

With inadequate communications and informal meetings with
FIFA during the criminal proceedings, the OAG has so far been un-
able to bring sufficient evidence before the Court to shed light on

the alleged conduct, resulting in acquittals and a light sentence in
one of the proceedings while the others grind to a halt.

The credibility and the actual willingness of the OAG to prose-
cute and clean up international football is in question not only in
Swiss public opinion but also within the international community. 

Several legislative projects propose attributing the monitoring of
the OAG to the Swiss Government which would bring into question
the OAG’s independence. On this note, parliamentary committees
have suggested granting more financial resources and competence to
OAG’s monitoring authority. The ball is now in the court of the ju-
dicial affairs committee to launch the necessary legislative reforms. 
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George Ayoub is a partner in Schellenberg Wittmer’s dispute
resolution, white-collar crime and compliance, and internal corporate
investigations groups in Geneva. His key areas of expertise and practice
focus on white-collar crime, international mutual legal assistance,
extradition, asset tracing and recovery, and internal corporate
investigations.

George is also specialised in regulatory and compliance issues as well
as in matters of trade sanctions, embargoes and export controls.
George acts as counsel for both individuals and corporate entities in
criminal and administrative proceedings before cantonal and federal
authorities and courts, including the Swiss Supreme Court.

George’s expertise includes: regular advice and assistance to a large
international commodity trading group in the context of domestic
proceedings as well as foreign requests for mutual legal assistance in
criminal matter; representation of and assistance to a prominent
businessman and his group of companies in relation to Swiss criminal
investigations in the context of an alleged corruption scheme and
representation of a HNWI in extradition proceedings to the United
States.

George is a member of the International Bar Association’s anti-
corruption, business crime and criminal law committees. 

After graduating from the University of Lausanne, School of Law, in
2007 George worked at the Office of the Attorney General of
Switzerland. He was admitted to the Geneva Bar in 2011. Prior to
joining Schellenberg Wittmer in 2012, he worked at another renowned
Swiss business law firm as a contract and corporate lawyer. Before
embarking upon his legal profession, George accumulated several
years’ experience as an airline pilot for the Swiss national carrier.

George Ayoub
Schellenberg Wittmer
15bis, rue des Alpes
PO Box 2088
1211 Geneva
Switzerland
Tel: (41) 22 707 8000
Email: george.ayoub@swlegal.ch
Website: www.swlegal.ch
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Pierre is a partner in the litigation group of Charles Russell Speechlys
in Geneva, specialising in white-collar crime cases and mutual
assistance proceedings, banking litigation, disputes relating to
foundations and estates and insolvency. 

Pierre Bydzovsky holds a Master in Law degree from the University of
Fribourg, Switzerland after having also studied at the Ruprechts-Karl-
University of Heidelberg, Germany, with a specialization in European
Union law. He has completed his education with a Certificate of
Advanced Studies in Criminal Judiciary from the Swiss Criminal
Judicial School with honours (2011) and with a Master of Laws (LL.M)
in International Trade Law of University Institute of European Studies
and University of Turin, Italy, where he graduated in 2015 summa cum
laude.

Pierre has 15 years of experience in commercial disputes. He has been
admitted to the Geneva Bar in 2007, is a member of the Geneva Bar
Examination Commission, of the Geneva Bar Association, of the Swiss
Bar Association, of the Geneva Business Law Association and of the
ICC-YAF.

Pierre also advises companies on labour law and in the
implementation of good governance rules in the field of data
protection, as well as in sports law. Pierre is also a certified Data
Protection Officer (University of Geneva – 2020).

In addition to these civilian functions, Pierre also acts as President of
the Military Court 1 responsible for judging criminal offences under
military law, with the rank of lieutenant colonel.

Experience
Pierre has been involved in a multi-billion foundation and trust
litigation in Switzerland and the Caribbean;

He represents bankruptcy estates in insolvency proceedings and
criminal proceedings for fraud and fraudulent bankruptcies;

He has been counsel of an important art collector victim of a hidden
commissions scam;

He obtained significant compensation in the context of banking fraud,
in particular churning.

Pierre Bydzovsky
Charles Russell Speechlys
Rue de la Confédération 5
1204 Geneva
Switzerland
Tel: (41) 22 591 18 96
Email: pierre.bydzovsky@crsblaw.com
Website: www.charlesrussellspeechlys.com
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Clara Poglia is a partner in Schellenberg Wittmer’s Geneva office,
where she co-heads the dispute resolution group. Clara’s key areas of
expertise and practice focus on white-collar crime, international
mutual legal assistance both in criminal and tax matters, extradition,
asset tracing and recovery, and internal corporate investigations. Clara
is also specialised in regulatory and compliance issues. Clara regularly
acts as counsel for both individuals and prominent corporate entities
in criminal and administrative proceedings before cantonal and
federal authorities and courts, including the Swiss Supreme Court. 

Some of Clara’s expertise includes: representation of a businessman in
the frame of domestic criminal proceedings for alleged funds
mismanagement and money laundering and assistance in the lifting of
a freezing order targeting more than US$900 million; representation of
a high ranked individual of a financial institution in the context of
criminal proceedings related to the violation of regulatory duties; and
representation of a foreign company in the context of criminal
proceedings dealt by the Federal Prosecutor Office for alleged money
laundering of VAT carousel fraud’s proceeds.

In 2018 Clara was recognised in the Global Investigation Review’s
(GIR) Women in Investigations List. In 2020, Clara was recognised in
the GIR’S 40 under 40 list.

Clara is the chapter leader and co-founder of the Women in White
Collar Defense Association’s Swiss chapter.

Clara Poglia
Schellenberg Wittmer
15bis, rue des Alpes
PO Box 2088
1211 Geneva
Switzerland
Tel: (41) 22 707 8000
Email: clara.poglia@swlegal.ch
Web: www.swlegal.ch
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Dr Roland Ryser is a counsel in Schellenberg Wittmer’s white-collar
crime and internal corporate investigations teams. Roland has
extensive experience in contentious matters, advising and representing
individuals and corporate clients as defence counsel in a broad range
of regulatory and business crime investigations. Roland’s practice also
covers international mutual legal and administrative assistance
proceedings, asset recovery and anti-money laundering, anti-bribery
and trade compliance including sanctions, embargoes, war material,
dual use, etc.

Some examples of Roland’s expertise include defending high-profile
clients in administrative criminal proceedings for tax evasion; advising
and defending a major Swiss bank in an investigation into allegations
of corruption-related money laundering in a cross-border context; and
acting as defence counsel to a Swiss bank in criminal proceedings for
fraud and money laundering.

Roland is a member of various professional associations, including the
Zurich and Swiss Bar Associations, the International Bar Association,
the Defence Counsel’s Section of the Zurich Bar and the Swiss Society
of Criminal Law. He regularly publishes and speaks at conferences on
topics within his areas of expertise. In addition, he is a lecturer on
business criminal law in AML compliance officer trainings.

Roland graduated with a Master of laws from the University of Zurich
in 2004 and received a PhD in corporate criminal law in 2006. In 2011,
Roland was on secondment with a major law firm in Australia, where
he served as a consultant.

Roland M Ryser
Schellenberg Wittmer
Löwenstrasse 19
PO Box 2201
8021 Zurich
Switzerland
Tel: (41) 44 215 52 52
Email: roland.ryser@swlegal.ch 
Website: www.swlegal.ch
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Caro & Asociados
Lima

P O L A N D
Michal Opala
Sołtysiński Kawecki & Szlęzak Message
Warsaw

Marcin Swiderski
Dentons
Warsaw

Dominika Wolf-Jezierska
DLA Piper
Warsaw

P O R T U G A L
Inês Almeida Costa
VdA Vieira de Almeida
Lisbon

Joana Bernardo
VdA Vieira de Almeida
Lisbon

Rui Costa Pereira
VdA Vieira de Almeida
Lisbon

José Maria Formosinho Sanchez
PLMJ
Lisbon

Tiago Geraldo
Morais Leitão
Lisbon

Dirce Rente
PLMJ
Lisbon

R O M A N I A
Stefan Diaconescu
Muşat & Asociaţii
Bucharest

Adrian Rusu
Enache Pirtea & Associates
Bucharest

R U S S I A
Maria Korchagina
ZKS Law Attorneys
Moscow

S I N G A P O R E
Jeremy Pereira
Whithers KhattarWong
Singapore

S O U T H  A F R I C A
Fiorella Noriega del Valle
Herbert Smith Freehills
Johannesburg

S W I T Z E R L A N D
George Ayoub See bio
Schellenberg Wittmer
Geneva

Philippe Vladimir Boss
BianchiSchwald
Lausanne

Pierre Bydzovsky See bio
Charles Russell Speechlys
Geneva

Massimo Chiasera
Bär & Karrer
Zurich

Clara Poglia See bio
Schellenberg Wittmer
Geneva

Roland M Ryser See bio
Schellenberg Wittmer
Zurich

Daniel S Weber
Wenger & Vieli
Zurich

U N I T E D
K I N G D O M
Evan Flowers
Dechert
London
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Elizabeth Head
Herbert Smith Freehills
London

Marie Kavanagh
Cooley
London

Katie Palms
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer
London

Chris Roberts
Mayer Brown
London

U N I T E D  S TAT E S
John Adams
Eimer Stahl
Chicago

Nefertiti J Alexander
Kasowitz Benson Torres
New York

Nowell D Bamberger
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton
Washington DC/Hong Kong

Matthew R Boucher
Kobre & Kim
Washington DC

Francesca M Erts
Paul Hastings
Washington DC

Melissa L Farrar
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher
Washington DC

Jason A Fiebig
Paul Hastings
Washington DC

Daniel A Holman
Paul Hastings
Washington DC

Carolyn H Kendall
Post & Schell
Philadelphia

Margot Laporte
Miller & Chevalier
Washington DC

Abena Mainoo
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton
New York

Ashley E Shapiro
Armstrong Teasdale
Philadelphia/New York/Princeton

Ilana Beth Sinkin
Norton Rose Fulbright
Washington DC

Jason H Smith
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher
Washington DC

Katherine J Stoller
Shearman & Sterling
New York

Ann Sultan
Miller & Chevalier
Washington DC

Sean P Tonolli
Cahill Gordon & Reindel
Washington DC

Melissa D Whitaker
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld
Washington DC

Brian Wilmot
Paul Hastings
Washington DC

Rebecca A Worthington
Squire Patton Boggs
Washington DC

Tiffany Wynn
Crowell & Moring
Washington DC
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